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PREFACE 

Since January 30, 1933 the government of Germany has been in the hands 
of Adolf Hitler and his advisers. Under their direction, the whole fabric of 
government has been fundamentally changed. The democratic, parliamentary 
regime with which Germany was governed under the Weimar Constitution 
has been supplanted, and the new government, when strongly entrenched in 
power, has gone about to alter every phase of German life, cultural, religious, 
social, economic, as well as political. These new measures are of great interest 
and significance. Together they constitute a new approach to the solution of 
Germany’s problems. They are also of particular value to students of govern¬ 
ment and politics. 

With these facts in mind, the authors have endeavored to present in brief 
compass a translation of the most important and characteristic laws and 
regulations which have been put into effect in recent months in Germany. In 
order that the transition to the Hitler regime may be understood, we have 
also included in this collection a number of laws and decrees which were 
promulgated prior to the complete accession to power of the National Socialist 
party, as well as a brief introduction which recites the essential facts in the 
transition from Dr. Briining to Chancellor Hitler. Because of their general 
interest and interpretive value, we have also included several other documents, 
including the program of the National Socialist party, and selections from the 
speeches of Chancellor Hitler. 

We have not thought it necessary to explain the various selections which 
appear. They speak for themselves. They are all taken from official sources, 
or as in the case of the speeches and the party program, from authorized pub¬ 
lications or translations. Our sole desire has been to make available as soon 
as possible in convenient form the documents which show the significant 
changes which have taken place in recent months in Germany. 

James K. Pollock 
Harlow J. Heneman 

Ann Arbor 
January 15, 1934 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION 


The demand for the first edition of “The Hitler Decrees” has necessitated 
the preparation of a new edition. We have taken the opportunity to bring 
the work up to date and to completely revise it by eliminating provisions 
which have been superseded and by rearranging the selections. We have 
also inserted the date after the title of each selection so that the chronological 
development of the Hitler government can be followed more easily. These 
dates occasionally vary from those given in the citations in the table of con¬ 
tents because the former are the dates when the laws were prepared and the 
latter dates are for the times of their appearance in the Reichsgesetzblatt 
As in the first edition, the selections consist of translations from the official 
documents of the most important measures dealing with the structure of the 
government. We have not chosen to include numerous economic, social, and 

religious laws. _ 

James K. Pollock 

Harlow J. Heneman 

Ann Arbor 
Septemb°r 15, 1934 
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When Adolf Hitler was made Chancellor of Germany in January, 1933, 
I he end of parliamentary government, as established by the Weimar consti¬ 
tution, became a reality. In the brief span of twelve years the movement led 
l>y this ex-corporal of the army had assumed such proportions that he 
and his party were called to office. Whereas National Socialism’s ascent 
to power in 1933 marked the eclipse of democratic government in Germany, 
the change from the Weimar system to Hitler’s Third Reich was not as 
abrupt as is sometimes thought. The institutions of republican Germany 
began their retrogression three years before President von Hindenburg called 
Hitler to head the government. Hermann Muller’s resignation from the 
chancellorship in 1930 really marked the beginning of the end of true parlia¬ 
mentary government. His successor, Heinrich Briining, tried to maintain as 
great and as real a fagade of democratic government as circumstances would 
permit. He was able to do so only under great difficulties, however. While 
he was chancellor, the Reichstag met in brief sessions from time to time and 
would have met more often if it had not been a handicap rather than a help. 
From 1930 to 1933, the legislative body functioned with difficulty. Because 
of this fact, the parliamentary system could not work normally and it be¬ 
came necessary for Briining to govern by means of presidential decrees under 
Article 48 of the constitution. 

The problems confronting chancellor Briining during his term in office 
were not new ones. Rather, they were old ones greatly intensified. The large 
domestic issues requiring attention were those of unemployment, aid to agri¬ 
culture, aid to industry, problems of taxation, and the maintenance of a sound 
currency. In the international sphere the question of reparation payments and 
payments on Germany’s private debts were most pressing. Also important, was 
(he necessity of satisfying the public at home by securing the revision of the 
peace treaties, especially those clauses concerning war guilt, armaments and 
territorial settlements. Criticisms of the government’s policies in dealing with 
all of these problems were without end. The German Nationalists and the 
National Socialists, in particular, spared no efforts to make use of the world 
economic crisis as a cause for domestic political action. 

Briining’s already heavy load was made no lighter by the character of 
<he political situation which confronted him. When he came into office he had 
intended to secure support for his cabinet from the Center over through the 
(lerman National People’s party. The Social Democrats had already informed 
him (hat they would go into opposition to his ministry. However, Herr Hugen- 
berg’s wing of the Nationalists refused to co-operate with Briining and the 
new chancellor was in difficulties at once. He secured the dissolution of the 
Reichstag and new elections were held in September, 1930. Although the 
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attempt to cripple Hugenberg’s party was successful, a new problem arose 
on the extreme Right in the presence of a greatly strengthened National Social¬ 
ist party which had made sensational gains at the polls. It has often been 
said that if the National Socialists had been taken into the government in 
1930, that much of what has happened in Germany since then would never 
have occurred. But whatever attempts might have been made to bring about 
a union, the fact is that Briming and Hitler were unable to come to an agree¬ 
ment and this new force went into strong opposition. This necessitated a 
change in Briining’s plans and pushed him to the Left, where he had to seek 
support from the Social Democrats. The latter supported his cabinet not so 
much because they sympathized with all of his policies, but because they 
regarded him as a bulwark against national reaction. 

In the first half of 1932, opposition to the cabinet became so great in so 
many different quarters that Briming was forced to resign from office. The 
chancellor’s attitude toward big business, the eastern landowners and Hitler’s 
Brown Army resulted in abuse being heaped upon him from several influential 
quarters. His lack of vigorous action in regard to reparations and treaty 
revision was roundly criticized. His co-operation with the socialists was said to 
show that he was tinged with Marxism. It is known that many persons close 
to President von Hindenburg who desired a government of “national concen¬ 
tration” to lead in a national “awakening” believed that Briming was not the 
man to head such a government. Whatever favor the chancellor may have 
enjoyed in the president’s eyes was undermined and destroyed beyond repair. 
In May, 1932, Briming was forced from office not because he had lost the 
support of a majority in the Reichstag, but because he no longer enjoyed 
the president’s confidence. 

Franz von Papen then replaced Briming as chancellor. He tried to remain 
in office in spite of a Reichstag which was hostile to him and his reactionary 
cabinet of nobles. He secured the dissolution of two Reichstags but never 
succeeded in finding wide-spread popular support for his government. Von 
Papen was a great favorite of von Hindenburg’s, however, and persuaded the 
aged president to use his powers under Articles 25 and 48 of the constitution 
in such a way as to provide several vrell-aimed blows at the tottering figure of 
German parliamentary democracy. 

Kurt von Schleicher, who followed von Papen as chancellor, was also 
unable to remain long in office. It became increasingly apparent by the end 
of 1932 that no one could hope to govern with so large a group as the National 
Socialists in opposition. By January, 1933, von Papen’s schemes to oust Gen¬ 
eral von Schleicher had advanced to the stage where von Hindenburg’s con¬ 
fidence in the general was destroyed. Von Schleicher was forced to resign 
from the chancellorship and was, in turn, replaced by Adolf Hitler. The 
transition from Weimar to Potsdam was now completed. After National 
Socialism came to power, changes in the forms and in the fundamentals of 
German government followed one another in rapid succession. 

The first eighteen months of Hitler’s rule have been accompanied by 
tremendous changes in every phase of German life. The National Socialist 
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revolution has not been confined to the field of politics, but has brought 
alterations in the economic and social aspects of German society as well. 
In government, old institutions have been abolished or altered almost beyond 
recognition. New institutions and new methods of procedure have been 
established. The federal system, as known for decades, has disappeared; true 
representative government has become a thing of the past; one political 
party has come to dominate the state. Where legal methods of securing a 
change have been deemed too slow or too uncertain, force and terror have 
sometimes been resorted to. The result of these changes has brought a cen¬ 
tralization of authority and power almost without parallel in the modern 
world. With President von Hindenburg’s death on August 2, 1934, and with 
the assumption of his powers by Chancellor Hitler, this centralization has 
become complete. 

Of considerable importance has been the shift in personalities within the 
National Socialist party. Thirteen years of appeal to discontent brought 
together a heterogeneous mass of people who could cooperate to over-throw 
the established order. But when the time came for constructive government 
there were bound to be differences of opinion and a parting of the ways 
within Hitler’s party. All of those who could share in making a revolution 
were not assets in the formation of policy after the revolution. Those persons 
who ceased to be assets were summarily eliminated by the events of the end 
of June and of the first of July, 1934. The stamping out of the Rohm 
“revolt” left the government and the National Socialist party a free hand to 
turn to the Saar and to menacing economic problems. 
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I 

PROGRAM OF THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST GERMAN WORKER’S 

PARTY 

The program of the National Socialist German Worker’s party is a time 
program. The leaders decline, after achievement of the purposes laid down 
in the program, to set up new goals only for the purpose of making possible 
the continuance of the party through the artificially stimulated dissatisfaction 
of the masses. 

1. We demand the union of all Germans in one Great Germany by the 
right of self-determination of peoples. 

2. We demand the equality of the German nation with all other nations 
and abrogation of the Treaties of Versailles and St. Germain. 

3. We demand land and territory (colonies) for the feeding of our people 
and for the settlement of our surplus population. 

4. Only those who are members of the nation can be citizens. Only those 
who are of German blood, without regard to religion, can be members of the 
German nation. No Jew can, therefore, be a member of the nation. 

5. He who is not a citizen shall be able to live in Germany only as a guest 
and must live under laws governing foreigners. 

6. The right to decide on the leadership and on the laws of the state may 
belong only to citizens. Therefore we demand that every public office, of what¬ 
ever sort, whether of the Reich, of the states, or of the communes, shall be 
filled only by citizens. We fight against the corrupting parliamentary system 
of filling offices with people chosen because of their party viewpoint without 
regard to character and ability. 

7. We demand that the state be obliged, in the first instance, to provide 
the possibility of work and life for the citizen. If it is not possible to feed 
the entire population of the state, the subjects of foreign states (non-citizens) 
must be expelled from the Reich. 

8. All further immigration of non-Germans is to be prevented. We demand 
that all non-Germans who have immigrated to Germany since the second of 
August, 1914 shall be compelled to leave the Reich immediately. 

9. All citizens must possess the same rights and duties. 

10. The first duty of every citizen is to work productively with mind or 
body. The activities of individuals must not transgress the interests of the 
community but must be for the common good. 
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Therefore We Demand: 

11. The elimination of income which is acquired without labor or effort. 

Breaking of the Interest Slavery 

12. Out of regard to the frightful sacrifice in goods and blood which every 
war demands from the nation, personal enrichment through war must be 
designated as a crime against the nation. We demand, therefore, summary 
confiscation of all war profits. 

13. We demand the nationalization of all trusts. 

14. We demand profit-sharing in large concerns. 

15. We demand a large scale extension of the old-age pension system. 

16. We demand the creation of a sound middle class and its maintenance, 
immediate communalization of large department stores and their rental at 
low cost to small merchants, the strictest control of all small merchants in 
their dealings with the national government, the states or the communes. 

17. We demand land reform adapted to our national needs, the enactment 
of a law for the uncompensated expropriation of land for public purposes, the 
elimination of land interest and the prevention of land speculation.* 

18. We demand the most ruthless campaign against everyone who injures 
the public interest by his actions. Those who commit crimes against the 
people, usurers, profiteers and so forth, must be punished by death, without 
respect to religion or race. 

19. We demand that the Roman Law, which serves the materialistic 
world order, shall be replaced by a legal system for all Germany. 

20. In order to make possible the attainment of higher education for 
every capable and industrious German and thereby the entrance into a leading 
position, the state has the responsibility of providing for a fundamental 
extension of our entire educational system. The teaching plans of all educa¬ 
tional institutions must be adapted to the demands of practical life. An 
understanding of national consciousness must be taught to the children at the 
earliest possible age. We demand the education at state expense of especially 
gifted children of poor parents without regard to profession or position. 

21. The state must care for the improvement of the people’s health through 
the protection of mother and child, through the forbidding of child-labor, 
through development of physical capability by means of legislative provision 

*An “explanation” of this section of the program was added by Hitler on April 
13,1928, as follows: “In reply to the lying expositions of Point XVII of the program 
of the National Socialist party which our opponents have made, the following 
declaration is necessary. Since the National Socialist party stands firmly for the 
principle of private property, it is self-evident that the passage ‘to expropriate 
without compensation’ can only apply to the creation of laws concerning land which 
has been illegally acquired or which has not been administered according to the 
common good and which, therefore, should be expropriated when necessary. Such 
action is directed in the first place against Jewish companies engaged in land specu¬ 
lation.” 
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of a gymnastic and sports duty and through the greatest support of all associ¬ 
ations engaged in physical education of youth. 

22. We demand the abolition of the mercenary army and the formation of 
a people’s army. 

23. We demand legislative action against conscious political lies and their 
propagation through the press. In order to make possible the creation of a 
German press, we demand that: 

(a) All editors and contributors of newspapers which appear in German, 
must be citizens, 

(b) Non-German newspapers must have the special permission of the 
state in order to be published. They shall not be allowed to be published in 
the German language, 

(c) Every financial participation in German newspapers or the influencing 
by non-Germans is to be forbidden and we demand as punishment for viola¬ 
tion the closing of such newspaper plant, as well as the immediate expulsion 
from the Reich of the participating non-German. 

Newspapers which work against the public welfare are to be forbidden. 
We demand legislative action against an artistic and literary tendency which 
exerts a destructive influence over our national life and the closing of institu¬ 
tions which conflict with these demands. 

24. We demand the freedom of all religions in the state in so far as they 
do not endanger its welfare or offend against the morals and sense of decency 
of the German race. 

The party as such represents the standpoint of a positive Christianity 
without binding itself to a particular belief. It fights the Jewish materialistic 
spirit within and without and is convinced that a permanent convalescence of 
our nation can only succeed from within on the foundation of: 

PUBLIC INTEREST BEFORE PRIVATE INTEREST 

25. For the carrying out of all these we demand: The creation of a strong 
central power in the Reich; absolute authority of the political central parlia¬ 
ment over the entire Reich and all its organizations. 

The formation of professional and trade chambers for the carrying out of 
the general laws of the Reich in the individual federal states. 

The leaders of the party promise to work ruthlessly for the carrying out 
of the points above set forth even to the extent of risking their lives for the 
program. 

Munich, February 24, 1920 


Signed, Adolph Hitler 
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II 

LAW TO COMBAT THE NATIONAL CRISIS 
(March 24, 1933) 

The Reichstag has enacted the following law which, with the consent of 
the Reichsrat and after determination that the requirements for laws changing 
the constitution have been complied with, is hereby promulgated: 

Article 1 

National laws can be enacted by the national cabinet as well as in accor¬ 
dance with the procedure established in the constitution. This applies also to 
the laws referred to in article 85, paragraph 2, and in article 87 of the constitu¬ 
tion. 

Article 2 

The national laws enacted by the national cabinet may deviate from the 
constitution insofar as they do not affect the position of the Reichstag and 
the Reichsrat. The powers of the president remain undisturbed. 

Article 3 

The national laws enacted by the national cabinet are prepared by the 
chancellor and published in the Reichsgesetzblatt . They come into effect, un¬ 
less otherwise specified, upon the day following their publication. Articles 
68 to 77 of the constitution do not apply to the laws enacted by the national 
cabinet. 

Article 4 

Treaties of the Reich with foreign states which concern matters of national 
legislation do not require the consent of the bodies participating in legislation. 
The national cabinet is empowered to issue the necessary provisions for the 
execution of these treaties. 

Article 5 

This law becomes effective on the day of its publication. It becomes invalid 
on April 1st 1937; it further becomes invalid when the present national cabinet 
is replaced by another. 

Berlin, March 24th, 1933. 

The National President 
von Hindenburg 

The National Chancellor 
Adolph Hitler 

The National Minister of the Interior 
Frick 

The National Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Freiherr von Neurath 

The National Minister of Finances 
Count Schwerin von Krosigk 
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III 

SECOND LAW FOR THE UNIFICATION OF THE STATES 
WITH THE REICH 
(April 7, 1933) 

1 

(1) In the German states, with the exception of Prussia, the national 
president, upon the proposal of the national chancellor, is to name the na¬ 
tional governor. The national governor has the function of requiring the 
observance of the general policy laid down by the national chancellor. The 
following powers of state authority belong to him: 

1. Appointment and removal of the head of the state cabinet, and 
upon his proposal, the other members of the state cabinet; 

2. Dissolution of the legislature and designation of the new election subject 
to the rule of section 8 of the temporary law of March 31, 1933, for the 
unification of the German states; 

3. Preparation and publication of state laws, including the laws which are 
determined upon by the state cabinet according to section 1 of the 
temporary law of March 31, 1933, for the unification of the German 
states. Article 70 of the constitution of August 11, 1919, applies ac¬ 
cordingly; 

4. Upon the proposal of the state cabinet, appointment and dismissal of 
the higher state officials and judges, so far as this formerly was accom¬ 
plished by the highest state officials; 

5. The power of pardon. 

(2) The national governor may preside over the meetings of the state 
cabinet. 

(3) Article 63 of the German constitution of August 11, 1919 remains 

unaltered. ^ 

(1) A national governor may not be, at the same time, a member of a 
state cabinet. He shall belong to the state whose sovereign powers he exer¬ 
cises. His official residence is at the seat of the state cabinet. 

(2) For several states, in each of which there are less than 2 million 
inhabitants, a common national governor, who must be a resident of one 
of these states, may be named. The national president will designate the 
governor's official residence. 

(1) The national governor is appointed for the duration of a state legis¬ 
lative period. He can be recalled at any time by the national president on 
the proposal of the chancellor. 

(2) The provisions of the national ministry law of March 27, 1930, find 
appropriate application to the office of national governor. His remuneration 
is borne by the Reich; the establishment of its size remains unsettled. 

4 

Votes of no confidence of the state legislature against the head and the 
members of the state cabinet are not permissible. 
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5 i 

(1) In Prussia, the national chancellor exercises the rights specified in 

section 1. He may transfer the rules named in Article 1, paragraph 1, figured 
4 and S to the state cabinet. ’ 8 

( 2 ) Members of the national cabinet may, at the same time, be members 
of the Prussian state cabinet. 

6 

This law goes into effect on the day after its proclamation. Contrary 
provisions of the national constitution of August II, 1919, and of the state 
constitutions are suspended. So far as state constitutions provide for the 
othce of a state president, these provisions go out of force with the naming 
ot a national governor. 

IV 

LAW FOR THE ALTERATION OF THE LAW CREATING 
NATIONAL GOVERNORS 

(April 25, 1933) 

5 ’ P ara graph 1 of the second law for the unification of the states 
W1 n °! April 7 ’ 1933 > is t0 receive the following construction: 

(1) In Prussia, the national chancellor exercises the rights named in 
sec ion 1. He may transfer to the minister president the exercise of the 
rights named in section 1, paragraph 1, under figures 3 to 5: The minister 
president is authorized to transfer these powers further. 

V 

SECOND LAW FOR THE ALTERATION OF THE LAW CONCERN¬ 
ING THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL GOVERNOR 

(May 26, 1933) 

1 

102 ! 360011(1 ,aw for the unification of the states with the Reich, of April 
7, 1933, and as amended by the law of April 25, 1933, will be altered as 
follows: 

a) section 1 will contain the following paragraph 2: 

“(2) The national governor may in part, transfer the exercise of the 
powers named in paragraph 1 under figures 4 and 5 to the state govern¬ 
ments which are authorized to transfer these powers further.” 

) The former paragraph 2 of section 1, becomes paragraph 3; the former 
paragraph 3 will be paragraph 4. 

2 

This law becomes operative as of April 8, 1933. 
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DECREE CONCERNING THE OFFICIAL REMUNERATION OF 
THE NATIONAL GOVERNOR 

(June 1, 1933) 

1 

(1) The national governors receive the following official remuneration: 

a) an official salary, 

1. the national governors for Bavaria, Saxony, Wurtemberg, Baden, 
Thuringia, Hesse, Oldenburg/Bremen, Hamburg, Brunswick/An- 
halt, Mecklenburg-Schwerin/Mecklenburg-Strelitz/Ltibeck equal to 
the official salary of a national cabinet minister. 

2. the national governor for Lippe and Shaumburg-Lippe receives as his 
official salary an amount equal to the basic salary of a secretary of 
state in the Reich. 

The national governors will be assigned an official residence. So 
far as that is not possible the national governors mentioned under 
1 will receive an allowance for residence of 4,600 marks yearly, 
those national governors mentioned under 2 will receive an allow¬ 
ance for residence of 2,400 marks yearly. 

b) a compensation for expenditures incurred for official expenses, the size 
of which shall be determined in the budget. 

(2) In other cases the provisions of sections 14 to 24 of the national 
ministry law of March 27, 1930, are to apply. Then pension and sickness 
allowances of the national governors as well as the sickness allowances of 
their dependents are subject to the same reduction and disbursement regu¬ 
lations as the corresponding incomes of the national ministers and their 
dependents. 

2 

This decree becomes effective as of April 1, 1933. 


VII 

DECREE CONCERNING THE OFFICIAL SEAT OF 
THE NATIONAL GOVERNORS 

(June 18, 1933) 

The national governors who have been appointed for several states have 
their seats as follows: 

(a) the national governor for Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Llibeck, and Mecklen- 
burg-Strelitz in Schwerin, 

(b) the national governor for Oldenburg and Bremen in Oldenburg, 

(c) the national governor for Brunswick and Anhalt in Dessau, 

(d) the national governor for Lippe and Schaumberg-Lippe in Detmold. 
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THIRD LAW ALTERING THE LAW PROVIDING FOR 
NATIONAL GOVERNORS 

(October 14, 1933) 

1 

Section 3, paragraph 1 of the second law for unification of the states 
with the Reich, of April 7, 1933, shall receive the following interpretation: 

“ (1) The national governor may be removed at any time by the national 
president upon proposal of the national chancellor.” 


IX 

LAW CONCERNING THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
(July 17, 1933) 

1 

(1) Where laws and ordinances regulate the duties of the state govern¬ 
ment, the individual minister of state exercises the jurisdiction thereby 
granted in place of his own legal jurisdiction, if the ministry of state does 
not reserve for itself the right to decide on the matter. 

(2) The provision of section 1 requires that the competent minister 
consult with the other ministers with whose jurisdiction he may interfere in 
the exercise of his powers. 

2 

The minister president regulates according to law the departmental 
competence of the individual ministers of state after consulting the ministry 
of state. 

3 

The minister president designates the minister of state who is to repre¬ 
sent him in case of his inability to be present. 

The minister president may decree an order of business for the conduct 
of the affairs of the ministry of state. 

4 

This law goes into effect on the day following its promulgation. 

X 

LAW CONCERNING THE PRUSSIAN COUNCIL OF STATE 

(July 8, 1933) 


The council of state advises the ministry of state in the direction of 
public business. 
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2 

The council of state is composed of: 

1. the minister president and the ministers of state, ex officio. 

2. not more than 50 persons, appointed by the minister president. 

3 

The members of the council of state carry the following official title: 
Prussian State Councillor. 

4 

(1) Only one who is at least 25 years old and who possesses the rights of 
a German citizen may be appointed to the council of state. He must have 
his domicile in one of the Prussian provinces. The following cannot be 
appointed to the council of state: a national minister, unless he is at the 
same time a Prussian minister* a national governor, a member of a non- 
Prussian state cabinet, as well as officials of the national government or of a 
non-Prussian state. 

(2) Exceptions to the provisions of paragraph 1, sentences 2 and 3 are 
only permissible in so far as they comply with Section 5. 

5 

The minister president appoints the councillors of state from the follow¬ 
ing groups: 

Group 1: secretaries of state. 

Group 2: The chief of staff of all the storm troops, the national chief 
of the pretorian guard, the staff leader of the PO, the district leaders of the 
national socialist German workers’ party for the Prussian territorial 
divisions, and the several superior group leaders of the storm troops and 
group leaders of the pretorian guard. The provisions of Section 4, sentences 
2 and 3 do not apply to the appointment of the chief of staff of the erftire 
storm troops, or of the national chief of the pretorian guard. If these pro¬ 
visions for the district leaders of the national socialist German workers’ 
party, the divisional chiefs of the storm troops, and the group leaders of the 
pretorian guard, do not arise, the minister president may name in their 
places various other national socialist officials, or other leaders of the storm 
troops or the pretorian guard. 

Group 3: Representatives of the church, capital, labor, science, and art, 
and others deserving of recognition because of service to the state and the 
people. 

6 

(1) The minister president, the ministers of state, and the secretaries 
of state belong to the council of state for the duration of their offices; the 
councillors of state of group 2 of section 5, for the duration of their offices 
in the national socialist movement; the councillors of state of the third 
group of section 5, for life. 

(2) Membership in the council of state of the councillors of group 3 
of section 5, ceases if the minister president decides that the conditions on 
the basis of which they were appointed no longer obtain. 
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(3) Membership ceases also if the minister president promises a coun¬ 
cillor a further recognition of his honored position, or if he promises the 
councillor one of the honors corresponding in circumstance and position to 
that of councillor of state. 

7 

(1) The president of the council of state is the minister president. He 
may empower a minister of state to direct a meeting in his absence. 

(2) The minister president appoints, from among the councillors of 
state a secretary, who handles the clerical matters of the counci. . e 
administrative business of the council of state is conducted by the business 

office of the ministry of state. . , 

(3) The minister president gives the council of state its standing orders. 

8 

(1) The council of state meets when it is summoned by the minister 
president. The minister president fixes the order of the day for the sessions. 

(2) The minister president or the minister substituting for him, opens 
the meeting of the council of state; he may adjourn it at any time, without 
regard to the stage reached in the discussion. 


The councillors of state are obliged to take part in all meetings, unless 
they are excused by the minister president. 

10 

(1) The councillors express their opinions on proposals which come before 
the council of state. Important laws shall be laid before the council of state 
before their promulgation. If a councillor of state decides that discussion of 
such a matter is desirable, he advises the minister president of this, with a 
declaration of his reasons; the minister president has the final decision 
as to whether the suggestion is to be complied with. 

(2) The council of state does not vote. 

11 

The meetings of the council of state are not public. 

12 

The national chancellor may demand the summoning of the council of 
state. He may appear before the council at any time, and be heard. 

13 

Officials, employees, and workers of the state, of Prussian municipalities 
and municipal associations, and of the various Prussian corporations of public 
law, do not require leave of absence to exercise their offices as councillors 
of state; their salaries and wages are paid as usual. 

14 

The office of councillor of state is an office of honor. The councillors 
of state enjoy free railroad transportation and paid representation allowances 
according to decrees which the ministry of state issues. Renunciation 
paid expenses is not lawful. 
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IS 

(1) This law goes into effect on the day following its promulgation. With 
Us coming into force, the former council of state is dissolved. The president 
of the former council of state relinquishes his office at least by the first 
meeting of the new council of state, at the business office of the ministry 
of state. 

(2) The fourth section of the Prussian constitution and the law of Dec. 
16, 1920 concerning elections for the council of state, are no longer in force. 


XI 

DECREE CONCERNING THE PRUSSIAN COUNCIL OF STATE 

(July 10, 1933) 

1 

The representation allowance of councillors of state amounts to 1000 
marks per month. If the councillors of state live in greater Berlin or Pots¬ 
dam, the representation allowance amounts to 500 marks per month. 

2 

Payment begins with the first of the month in which the first meeting 
of the council of state takes place. 

3 

Payment is in the same manner as is that of the state officials for their 
services to the state, and goes directly through the business office of the 
ministry of state. 


XII 

AMENDMENT OF THE LAW CONCERNING THE PRUSSIAN 
COUNCIL OF STATE 

(July 31, 1933) 

Article I 

1 

The law of July 8, 1933 pertaining to the council of state is changed as 
follows: 

1. Section 2 reads as follows: 

The Council of State is composed of the minister president, the 
ministers of state, and the secretaries of state, ex officio. The re¬ 
maining members are named by the minister president. 
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2. In section 5 the words “group 1: Secretaries of State 5 ’ are stricken 
out. 

3. In sections 5 and 6 the words “group l’ 5 supplant the words “group 
2, 55 and the words “group 2 55 supplant the words “group 3. 55 


Article II 


In section 2, No. 1 of the law of July 17, 1933, pertaining to the pro¬ 
vincial council, the words “resident councillors of state of groups 2 and 3” 
are supplanted by the words “resident councillors of state named by the 
minister president. 55 


XIII 

LAW CONSERVING THE IMMUNITY OF LEGISLATORS 

(June 23, 1933) 

1 

The necessary permission for actions under article 37, paragraphs 1 and 
2 of the constitution against members of the Reichstag or of a state legis¬ 
lature may, when the Reichstag or state legislature is not in session, be 
granted by a committee which is to be appointed by the house. Until the 
committee has been appointed, the president of the house may, until the 
main court trial, temporarily permit prosecutions, arrests and other restric¬ 
tions of personal freedom to be instituted. 

2 

The committee also exercises the right possessed by the house under 
article 37, paragraph 3 of the constitution, to demand the cancelling of 
measures against members of the house, when the Reichstag or the state 
legislature is not in session. 

XIV 

LAW CONCERNING THE PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 
(July 17, 1933) 

Article I 

In the place of sections 10 to 15 of the law of July 30, 1883, pertaining 
to the general provincial administration, . . . the following provisions take 
effect: 

1 

The provincial council advises the chief president ( Oberpresident ) and 
the district governors ( Regierungsprasidenten) in the execution of their 
duties. The chief president is president of the provincial council. 
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2 

The provincial council is composed of: 

1. Ex officio, besides the chief president, the councillors of state of 
the 2nd and 3rd groups (Sec. 5 of the law of July 8, 1933, pertain¬ 
ing to the Council of State) who live in the province, the district 
governors of the province, and the provincial director ( Landes - 
hauptmann ); 

2. Persons appointed by the minister president to the number specified 
in the attached schedule. 

3 

The members of the provincial council carry the following official title: 
Prussian provincial councillor. 

4 

Only one who is at least 25 years of age and who possesses the rights 
of a German citizen may be appointed to the provincial council. He must 
have his domicile in the province. National government ministers, national 
governors, members of a non-Prussian state government, as well as an official 
of the nation or of a non-Prussian territory, cannot be appointed to the pro¬ 
vincial council. 

5 

(1) The minister president appoints the provincial councillors from the 
following groups: 

Group 1: Regional leaders of the National Socialist German Workers 5 
party, as well as the higher leaders of the storm troops (S.A.) 
and of the pretorian guard (5.5.). 

Group 2: Men of the province who have served the state and the people. 

(2) The members shall be appointed from both groups in the proportion 
shown by the attached schedule. 

6 

(1) The chief president, the district governors, the councillors of state, 
and the provincial director belong to the provincial council for the duration 
of their offices; the provincial councillors of Group 1 of section 5, as long as 
they retain their positions in the national socialist movement; the provincial 
councillors of Group 2 of section 5, for life. 

(2) Membership in the provincial council ceases for provincial coun¬ 
cillors of Group 2 of section 5, if the minister president decides that the 
suppositions, on the basis of which the appointment was made, no longer 
obtain. 

(3) Membership also ceases if the minister president refuses to recog¬ 
nize a provincial councillor’s inviolable integrity, or if he refuses to recognize 
the conduct or behavior of a provincial councillor as corresponding to the 
dignity of the office. 

7 

(1) In case of his absence, the chief president is represented by the dis¬ 
trict governor oldest in point of service; if they are equal in terms of service, 
seniority in terms of age will be the determining factor. 


393134 
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(2) The chief president appoints a secretary from among the provincial 
councillors. He gives the provincial council an order of business. 

(3) The administrative business of the provincial council is conducted 
through the office of the chief president. 

8 

(1) The provincial council meets when summoned by the chief president. 
The chief president determines the order of the day for the meetings. 

(2) The chief president, or the district governor substituting for him, 
opens the meetings of the provincial council; he may adjourn them at any 
time without regard to the status of the discussion. 

9 

The provincial councillors are obliged to take part in all the meetings, 
unless they are excused by the chief president. 

10 

(1) The provincial councillors express their opinions on proposals which 
come before the provincial council. If a provincial councillor decides that 
the discussion of such a matter would be desirable, he informs the chief 
president of this, along with an exposition of his reasons; the chief presi¬ 
dent finally decides whether or not the suggestion is to be considered. 

(2) The provincial council does not vote. 

11 

The meetings of the provincial council are not public. 

12 

The minister president and the ministers of state may order the sum¬ 
moning of the provincial council at any time; they may appear before the 
provincial council at any time, and be heard. 

13 

Officials, employees, and workers of the state, of Prussian municipalities 
and of local districts, and the other Prussian bodies of public law, need no 
furlough for the exercising of their offices as provincial councillors; their 
salaries and wages will continue to be paid. 

14 

The office of provincial councillor is an honorary office. The provincial 
councillors named in section 5 receive compensation for their traveling ex¬ 
penses and receive expenses according to decrees issued by the ministry of 
state. Renunciation of paid expenses is not permissible. 

15 

The district governor of Sigmaringen belongs to the provincial council of 
the Rhine province. Also one of the appointed members of this provincial 
council shall have his domicile in the district of Hohenzollern. 

16 

A special ruling applies to the City of Berlin. 
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Article II 

Article 86 of the constitution is annulled. 


Article III 

(1) The provincial councils formed by sections 10 to 15 of the law of 
July 30, 1883, providing for the general state administration, are super¬ 
seded. 

(2) Decisions, which the provincial council was competent to deal with, 
are dealt with by the chief president. 

(3) The power formerly possessed by the provincial councils to consent 
to the measures of an administrative officer no longer exists. 


Article IV 

The provisions regarding the organization and the competence of the 
state cultural division (Landes kulturabteilung) of the provisional council 
remain as before. 

Article V 

(1) The minister of the interior is given power to execute the law. 

(2) The law goes into effect on the day following its promulgation. 

Schedule 

No. of members of prov. Of which the following 

pertain to: 

Group II 
5 
5 

4 
2 

5 

4 

5 

4 

5 
7 
9 
5 


Province 

councils appointed 
according to Sect . 5 

P 

Group I 

East Prussia 

15 

10 

Brandenburg 

15 

10 

Pomerania 

11 

7 

Posen-West Prussian Mark 5 

3 

Lower Silesia 

15 

10 

Upper Silesia 

11 

7 

Saxony 

15 

10 

Schleswig-Holstein 

11 

7 

Hanover 

15 

10 

Westphalia 

21 

14 

Rhine province 

25 

16 

Hesse-Nassau 

15 

10 


XV 

LAW UNITING MECKLENBURG-STRELITZ WITH 
MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN 

(December 15, 1933) 


The state of Mecklenburg-Strelitz is united with the state of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin to constitute the one state of Mecklenburg. 
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2 

As a consequence of the union, all citizens of the states of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin and Mecklenburg-Strelitz acquire Mecklenburg citizenship. The 
citizenship of Mecklenburg-Strelitz and of Mecklenburg-Schwerin is ex¬ 
tinguished. 

3 

The law becomes effective on January 1, 1934. 


XVI 

GENERAL PRUSSIAN MUNICIPAL CODE 
(December 15, 1933) 

The function of a state which serves the people is to reconcile state 
authority with the freedom of the people. 

Baron von Stein attempted to begin a solution of this task when he opened 
up to peasants and citizens a way to self-government which awakened the 
common interest, eliminated selfishness and detestable grumbling and edu¬ 
cated them by means of responsible cooperation to the necessities of the 
state. When state authority and genuine self-government deteriorated be¬ 
cause the freedom degenerated into unrestrained self-seeking and irresponsi¬ 
bility with reference to the entire people, then Adolf Hitler brought about, 
in the organization of the NSDAP., true German freedom which in discipline 
and obedience toward the one responsible leader renounces selfishness and 
serves the whole people. 

Wherever the young German citizen may be brought up, whether in the 
village, in the country or in the city, everywhere he shall be surrounded not 
only by the party which embodies the state but also by state administration 
and by self-government where the fundamental principles of freedom, author¬ 
ity and responsibility are bound together. 

The coming generation must recognize the fundamental principles of 
honor and respect and the individual must consequently learn, in a proper 
understanding of his own interest, to limit his own desires and to direct his 
will above everything else for the maintenance of the welfare of the whole 
people and its fundamental principles. 

Until a national law, in the near future, brings about a fundamental re¬ 
form of the local government code for the entire Reich the Prussian ministry 
of state decrees this general municipal code which assures to community life 
the national socialist theory of the state and eliminates from local adminis¬ 
tration the threat of disorder. 

Part I 


2 

(1) There are peasant villages (Bauerndorfer) , rural districts ( Landge - 
meinde), and cities ( Stddte ). 
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(2) Peasant villages are communities ( Gemeinde) where the majority 
of the people belong to the peasantry. Cities are communities in which the 
right to be recognized as a city has been officially bestowed. The remaining 
communities are rural districts. 

4 

(1) In peasant villages the head of the administration is the village 
mayor (Darjschulze), in rural districts the rural district mayor ( Gemeinde - 
schulze ), in cities the mayor {Burgermeister) . In cities which do not belong 
to a county (Landkreis) , the mayor carries the title of chief mayor ( Ober - 
bur germeister ). 

(2) The head of the community carries the complete and exclusive re¬ 
sponsibility for the administration of the community. 


6 

The supervisory authorities promote the administration of community 
affairs and insure that they are carried on in the proper spirit. 

Part IV 
27 

(1) The head of the community, in carrying out his tasks, must strive 
exclusively to serve the welfare of the people, state, and community by plac¬ 
ing general interests before special interests. 

(2) The head of the community controls the administration and repre¬ 

sents the community in its external relations. He carries complete and 
exclusive responsibility for all decisions. 

(3) The head of the community determines the work of all officials, 
employees, and workers of the community. He appoints and dismisses them 
according to the provisions of the employment plan (Stellenplan ). 


29 

(1) To represent and assist the various village and rural mayors, 
magistrates are named; and for the mayors (Burgermeisters) , professional 
officials. 

(2) The general representative of the village and rural mayor is the first 

magistrate ( erste Schoffe ), the general representative of the mayor (Burger¬ 
meister) is the first professional official (erste Beigeordnete) . 

(3) In cities which do not belong to a county, the first professional 
official has the title of mayor (Burgermeister) . The professional official who 
is charged with the administration of municipal finances is called treasurer. 
The other professional officials are called town councillors (Stadtrdte). 


31 

(1) The village mayors and magistrates hold honorary positions. The 
number of magistrates is determined by the regulations. 
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(2) Insofar as the amount and the kind of administrative business re¬ 
quires, cities with not more than 10,000 inhabitants may have a paid mayor 
or magistrate, in rural districts with more than 10,000 inhabitants, there 
may be one paid mayor and two paid magistrates. 


32 

(1) In cities with not more than 10,000 inhabitants either the mayor or 

the magistrate is paid. 

(2) In cities with more than 10,000 inhabitants the mayor is paid. 

The maximum number of officials in cities shall not exceed the following: 

Cities with more than 10,000 but less than 50,000 inhabitants. ... 3 
Cities with more than 50,000 but less than 100,000 inhabitants. .. 4 
Cities with more than 100,000 inhabitants. 6 


34 

(1) The mayors, first professional officials and paid treasurers of cities 
which do not belong to a county are appointed and dismissed by the minister 
of the interior. 

(2) The other professional officials as well as the mayors and other pro¬ 
fessional officials of the cities which belong to a county are appointed and 
dismissed by the district president (Regierungs president). The village 
mayors and magistrates are appointed and removed by the county executive 
(Land-rat). 

(3) The appointment of the mayors and village mayors takes place 
after consultation with the district leader of the national socialist .movement. 


36 

The appointment is for 12 years. Reappointment is permissible. 

37 

(1) The appointment may be annulled at any time prior to the expiration 
of the first year. 

(3) The appointment of a chief mayor may be revoked by the minister 
of the interior if he does not from the incumbent’s previous service consider 
him qualified; the minister of the interior must give the chief mayor a 
hearing before he makes his decision. 


40 

(1) In order to insure a lasting and close cooperation between the ad¬ 
ministration of the community and the citizenry, deserving and experienced 
men may be called to advise the head of the community with regard to gov¬ 
ernmental problems. 

(2) In peasant villages these advisers are called village elders ( Dorf - 
alteste), in rural districts rural elders (Gepieindealteste) , and in cities aider- 
men (Ratsherren ). 
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(3) The municipal advisers shall give experienced and responsible advice 

to the head of the community in those matters which the law prescribes or 
in matters where the head of the community desires their opinion. 

(4) The number of municipal advisers is determined by regulations. The 
number of village and rural district elders may not exceed 12, the number of 
aldermen may not exceed 30. 

41 

(1) The chief head of the NSDAP. in that area, the ranking leader of 
the storm troops or of the pretorian guard of the NSDAP. and other experi¬ 
enced and deserving men are to be appointed as municipal advisers. 

(2) The appointment is made by the supervisory officials on proposal 

of the district leader (of the party). 

(3) The chief leader of the NSDAP. of that area and the ranking leader 

of the storm troops or of the pretorian guard of the NSDAP. are named for 
the period during which they hold party offices; the other municipal advisers 
are named for a period of six years. Of the latter, one-third retire every two 
years. Reappointment is permissible. 

44 

(1) The head of the community shall inform the municipal advisers 
by communication within a suitable time concerning the daily order of 
business. 

(2) The discussions are not public. The head of the community is em¬ 
powered to permit officials and appointees of the community to attend dis¬ 
cussions at any time. In particular cases, public discussions may also take 
place; in that event, the place and the time of the discussion, as well as the 
order of business, are to be made known in the community. 

(3) The discussions shall not take place in public houses. 


45 

Appointed state and provincial councillors who are resident in the com¬ 
munity may take part in the discussions. 

46 

(1) The head of the community opens and leads the discussion; he can 
close the discussion at any time, without regard to the status of the discussion. 


(4) A vote does not occur. 


48 

(1) The higher supervisory officials, after consultation with the district 

leader (of the party) and county peasant leader, may determine that in the 
place of the village elders an assembly ( Dorjversamnilnng ) of all males pos¬ 
sessing citizenship in the community shall convene. 

(2) In peasant villages in which a village assembly exists, the procedure 
for the naming of the mayor is as follows: 
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Before the selection, the county executive invites the district leader (of 
the party) and the county peasant leader to take part. He receives sugges¬ 
tions from the village assembly. The appointment of the mayor is then made 
by the county executive; he is not bound by the suggestions. 

Part VI 

58 

The supervision of the state over the cities which are not part of a county 
is in the hands of the district president; the supervision of the state over 
the other communities is in the hands of the county executive. 

59 

The higher supervisory authority must make certain that the communities 
are governed legally, in a business-like manner, economically and honestly in 
conformity with the purposes of the state leadership. It shall so use its super¬ 
visory powers that the power of making resolutions and the feeling of respon¬ 
sibility in communal offices is promoted and not impaired. 

60 

The higher supervisory authority is empowered to inform itself at any 
time concerning all affairs of the community and its administration. The 
supervisory authority can conduct investigations, demand written reports and 
summon the head of the community to be interviewed. The costs will be 
borne by the community. 

61 

(1) The higher supervisory authority may participate in the discussions 
with the community advisers. They may also demand at any time to take 
part in some definite phase of the agenda. 

(2) The representatives of the supervisory authority may take part in 
the discussion at any time; they do not come under the power of the head 
of the community to regulate the order of business. 


Part VIII 

This law has no application to the capital city of Berlin. 


XVII 

LAW CONCERNING THE CONSTITUTION OF 
THE CITY OF BERLIN 

(June 29, 1934) 

Part I 
1 

The municipality of Berlin is the capital of the Reich and of Prussia. 
It also has the status of a province. 
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2 

The chief mayor (Oberburgermeister) is the head of the capital city of 
Berlin. 

3 

(1) The capital city of Berlin consists of administrative districts. 

(2) The number, boundaries and designations of administrative districts 
are regulated by legal code. The legal code requires the approval of the 
minister of interior. 

(3) The provisions of the code may also be determined by the minister 
of the interior. 

Part II 


4 

(1) The district mayors administer the affairs of the administrative dis¬ 
tricts of the capital city of Berlin. 

(2) The district administrative code determines what affairs are to be 
handled in the individual districts and what affairs are to be handled in 
common. The district administrative code can determine for the individual 
administrative districts the sphere of their individual activity. 

(3) The district administrative code requires the approval of the minister 

of the interior. 

5 

(1) In affairs concerning the district only, the district mayor is in charge 
of administration in the place of the chief mayor. 


6 

(1) The chief mayor can issue binding regulations for the execution of 
the district’s own affairs. 

(2) At any time he can reserve or acquire specific district functions or 
groups of functions and individual or all district offices; he can only alter a 
decision of the district mayor when and insofar as he is empowered to do so. 


7 

The chief mayor is empowered to secure information at any time concern¬ 
ing all affairs of the district and its administration. He can, therefore, con¬ 
duct investigations on the spot, examine documents and communications, 
request written reports and interview district mayors. 

8 

(1) The chief mayor can transfer to the district mayor those of his 
functions which come within the sphere of district administrative activities. 
Tn these affairs, the district mayor is bound by the orders and instructions 
of the chief mayor. . 

9 

(1) District professional officials are appointed to represent and assist the 
district mayor. 
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(2) The chief mayor has the right of making suggestions for appoint¬ 
ments of district mayors and for district officials; the higher supervisory 
officials are not bound by these suggestions; appointments follow after con¬ 
sultation with the district leader of the national socialist movement. 

(3) District mayors and district officials are officials of the capital city 

of Berlin. . 

13 

(1) Upon proposal of the district mayor and after consultation with the 
district leader of the national socialist movement, the chief mayor creates 
for every district, district councillors who permanently advise the district 
mayor or a district official in important fields of work. The chief mayor is 
not bound by the proposals of the district mayors; but should the chief 
mayor and the national socialist leader fail to agree, the higher supervisory 
officials settle the matter. 


17 

(1) This law comes into force as of July 15, 1934. At the same time, 
other contrary and incompatible and other provisions which are overruled 
become ineffective. 


XVIII 

LAW ADAPTING STATE ADMINISTRATION TO THE 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE 
NATIONAL SOCIALIST STATE 

(December 15, 1933) 

1 

The district committees, the county committees, the city committees, the 
magistracies (Magistrate ), the collegial city executive committees, and boards 
of mayors and professional officials (as created in 1883) are set aside as 
decisive authorities. 


XIX 

LAW FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE REICH 
(January 30, 1934) 

The plebiscite and the Reichstag election of November 12, 1933 have 
proved that the German people have been amalgamated beyond all inner 
political differences and antagonisms into an indissoluble inner unity. 

The Reichstag has therefore unanimously enacted the following law 
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which, with the unanimous consent of the Reichsrat, and after determination 
that the requirements for laws changing the constitution have been com¬ 
plied with, is hereby promulgated. 


Article 1 

The state legislatures are abolished. 

Article 2 

(1) The rights of the states are transferred to the Reich. 

(2) The state cabinets are subordinate to the national cabinet. 


Article 3 

The national governors come under the supervision of the national minis¬ 
ter of the interior. 


Article 4 

The national cabinet is empowered to prepare a new constitution. 


Article 5 

The national minister of the interior decrees the necessary legal ordi¬ 
nances and administrative provisions for the execution of the law. 


Article 6 

This law becomes effective with the day of publication. 


XX 

DECREE CONCERNING THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE REICH 

(February 2, 1934) 

On the basis of article 5 of the law of January 30, 1934 concerning the 
reconstruction of the Reich, the following is decreed: 

1 

The state officials are permitted in the place of and in the name of the 
Reich, to exercise the rights which were transferred from the states to the 
Reich, insofar as the Reich does not make general or specific use of them. 

2 

Treaties and administrative agreements between the states or between 
a state and the Reich are not disturbed by the transfer of the rights of the 
states to the Reich. 

3 

(1) State laws require the consent of the competent national ministers. 

(2) Within his jurisdiction the competent national minister can require 
that legal decrees be laid before him prior to their issuance. 
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4 

The highest state officials in the sphere of their activity must obey the 
orders of the competent national minister. 

5 

State officials and national officials may be interchanged. 


6 

This decree becomes effective on January 30, 1934. 


XXI 

DECREE OF THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT CONCERNING THE I 
APPOINTMENT AND DISMISSAL OF THE 
DIRECT STATE OFFICIALS 

(February 3, 1934) 

The power of appointment and dismissal of the direct state officials, given 
to me by Article 2, paragraph 1 of the law of January 30, 1934 for the re¬ 
construction of the Reich, I transfer with immediate effect— 
for Prussia: 

to the national chancellor and to the state cabinet; 
for the remaining states: 

to the national governors and to the state cabinets, to correspond with 
their previous privileges. 


XXII 

THE FIRST LAW FOR THE TRANSFER OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE 
TO THE REICH 

(February 16, 1934) 

Article 1 

All courts administer law in the name of the German people. 

Article 2 

In addition to exercising the right of pardon the national president is ^ 
empowered to quash pending criminal actions. 

Amnesties may only be ordered by means of a national law. 

Article 3 

Whoever has attained the capacity of a judge must be admitted to the j 
bar in each state according to the requirements of existing national legal 
provisions. 
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Article 4 

Notarial documents have the same validity throughout the Reich, 


Article 5 

The national minister of justice is empowered to issue all regulations 
necessary to bring about the transition of judicial rights to the Reich. 


XXIII 

DECREE CONCERNING GERMAN CITIZENSHIP 
(February 5, 1934) 

1 

(1) State citizenship ceases to exist. 

(2) There is only one German citizenship—national citizenship. 


3 

German citizenship may be granted only after the approval of the minister 
of the interior. Section 9 of the national and state citizenship law of July 22, 
1913 is abolished. 


XXIV 

LAW CONCERNING THE HEAD OF THE GERMAN REICH 
(August 1, 1934) 

The national cabinet has decided upon the following law which is here¬ 
with proclaimed. 

1 

The office of the national president is united with that of the national 
chancellor. In consequence, the former powers of the national president pass 
to the leader and national chancellor, Adolf Hitler. He appoints his deputy. 

2 

This law becomes effective from the moment of the death of the National 
President von Hindenburg. 


XXV 

LAW PROHIBITING THE FORMATION OF NEW 
POLITICAL PARTIES 

(July 14, 1933) 

1 

The national socialist German worker's party is the only political party 
in Germany. 
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2 

Whoever undertakes to maintain the organization of another political 
party, or to form a new political party, is to be punished with imprisonment 
in a penitentiary up to 3 years or with confinement in a jail from 6 months 
to 3 years unless the act is punishable by a higher penalty under other 
provisions. 

XXVI 

LAW FOR SAFEGUARDING THE UNITY OF PARTY AND STATE 

(December 1, 1933) 

1 

(1) After the victory of the national socialist revolution the national 
socialist German worker’s party has become the bearer of the German 
government and is inseparably connected with the state. 

(2) It is a corporation of public law. Its constitution is determined by 
the leader (der Ftihrer). 

2 

To secure the closest cooperation of the offices of the party, and the S. A. 
with the public officials, the representative of the leader and the chief of 
staff of the S. A. are to be members of the cabinet. 

3 

(1) Members of the national socialist German worker’s party and of 
the S. A. (including affiliated organizations) have, as the leading and mov¬ 
ing power of the national socialist state, increased duties toward the leader, 
the people, and the state. 

(2) For violation or neglect of these duties the members are subject to 
special party and S. A. jurisdiction. 

(3) The leader may extend these regulations to the members of other 
organizations. 

4 

Violation or neglect of duty may mean any action or neglect which may 
attack or endanger the stability of the organization, or the activity and 
authority of the national socialist German worker’s party, and in case of 
members of the S. A. (including affiliated organizations) any violation 
against discipline and order. 

5 

Besides the customary disciplinary measures, arrest and imprisonment 
may be inflicted. 

6 

Public authorities must, within their power, give assistance to party and 
S. A. officials who are vested with party and S. A. jurisdiction in rendering 
justice and legal redress. 
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7 

The law governing penal authority over members of the S. A. and the 
S. S. of April 28, 1933 is declared inoperative. 

8 

The chancellor, as leader of the national socialist German worker’s party 
and as highest chief of the S. A. issues orders and regulations necessary for 
t he execution and extension of this law, especially regulations concerning the 
formation and procedure of the party’s and S. A. jurisdiction. He deter¬ 
mines the date on which the regulations concerning this jurisdiction are to 
become effective. 


XXVII 

ALTERATION OF THE LAW FOR SAFEGUARDING THE UNITY 
OF PARTY AND STATE 

(July 3, 1934) 

Section 2 of the law of December 1, 1933 for safeguarding the unity of 
party and state is now to be interpreted as follows: 

“To secure the cooperation of the offices of the party with the public 
officials, the representative of the leader is to be a member of the national 
cabinet.” 


XXVIII 

LAW ABOLISHING THE REICHSRAT 
(February 14, 1934) 

The national cabinet has enacted the following law which is hereby pro¬ 
mulgated: 

1 

(1) The Reichsrat is abolished. 

(2) State representation in the Reich comes to an end. 

2 

(1) The participation of the Reichsrat in legislation and administration 
ceases. 

(2) Insofar as the Reichsrat alone was competent, it has been replaced 
by a competent minister or by someone designated by him in consultation 
with the minister of the interior. 

(3) The participation of the members of the Reichsrat in public bodies, 
courts and governmental organs of all sorts is brought to an end. 

3 

The competent national ministers are empowered in cooperation with 
the minister of the interior to make supplementary regulations, and upon 
the publication of new legal provisions to consider the changes caused by 
this law. 
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XXIX 

LAW ABOLISHING THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL 
(March 23, 1934) 

The provisional national economic council is abolished as of March 31, 
1934. 

At the same time the decree of May 4, 1920 concerning the provisional 
national economic council as well as the law of April 5, 1933 concerning the 
national economic council become inoperative. 


XXX 

DECREE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MINISTRY FOR 
PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT AND PROPAGANDA 

(March 13, 1933) 

For purposes of enlightenment and propaganda among the people con¬ 
cerning the policy of the national cabinet and the national reconstruction 
of the German fatherland, a ministry for public enlightenment and propa¬ 
ganda is established. 

The chief of this office bears the title “minister for public enlightenment 
and propaganda.” 

The individual duties of the ministry for public enlightenment and propa¬ 
ganda are determined by the national chancellor. He likewise determines— 
in consultation with the ministries affected—the duties which are to be 
transferred from their respective spheres of competence to the new ministry, 
and, also, when the spheres of competence of the affected ministries are 
touched in their essentials. 

XXXI 

DECREE CONCERNING THE DUTIES OF THE MINISTRY FOR 
PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT AND PROPAGANDA 

(June 30, 1933) 

Based on the decree of the national president of March 13, 1933, I de¬ 
cree, in agreement with the minister of foreign affairs, the minister of the 
interior, the minister of commerce, the minister for food and agriculture, 
the minister of posts, the minister of communications, and the minister for 
public enlightenment and propaganda the following: 

The minister for public enlightenment and propaganda is competent to 
deal with all measures of mental influence (geistigen Einwerkung) upon the 
nation, the publicity for state, culture and business, the instruction of the 
public within and outside the nation concerning the above, and the admin¬ 
istration of all establishments (devices) which serve all these purposes. 
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Consequently the following are to be transferred to the administrative 
jurisdiction of the minister for public enlightenment and propaganda: 

1. From the jurisdiction of the foreign office: Intelligence reports and 
publicity in foreign countries, art, art exhibits, film and sport affairs in 
foreign countries. 

2. From the jurisdiction of the ministry of the interior: 

Explanation of general domestic politics, 

University for Politics, 

Establishment and celebration of national holidays and state celebra¬ 
tions with the participation of the ministry of the interior, 

The Press (with the Institute for Journalism), 

Radio, 

National anthem, 

German Library in Leipzig, 

Art (but not including the art-historical institute in Florence, copy¬ 
right for works of literature and art index of the valuable national 
works of art, German-Austrian treaty concerning export of art, 
protection of art objects and monuments, protection and care of 
landscape and nature monuments, game and forest preserves, pre¬ 
servation of buildings of especial historical significance, preservation 
of national monuments, Association of German societies for folk¬ 
lore, national honor-monument), 

Music cultivation (including philharmonic orchestras), 

Theatrical affairs, 

Combating of trash and obscenity. 

3. From the jurisdictions of the ministry of commerce and the ministry 
for food and agriculture: 

Business publicity and advertising matters for expositions and fairs. 

4. From the jurisdictions of the ministry of posts and the ministry of 
communications: 

Travel publicity. 

All radio matters which in the past were dealt with by the ministry 
of posts, are transferred from its jurisdiction insofar as they do not 
pertain to technical administration, except in the National Radio 
Corporation and the Radio Corporation buildings. In matters of 
technical administration the minister for public enlightenment and 
propaganda is to participate insofar as is necessary for the execution 
of his own duties, especially in the determination of conditions for 
loans to radio-plants and the regulations of their dues. In particular, 
the representation of the Reich in the National Radio Corporation 
and in the Radio Corporations is transferred completely to the min¬ 
ister for public enlightenment and propaganda. 

In the designated fields the minister for public enlightenment and propa¬ 
ganda is in charge of all matters, including legislation. For participation 
by the remaining national ministers, the general regulations apply. 
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XXXII 

LAW CONCERNING THE NATIONAL CULTURE CHAMBER 
(September 22, 1933) 

1 

The national minister for public enlightenment and propaganda is 
authorized and empowered to consolidate into corporations of public law 
the divisions of activity which are included within the sphere of his duties. 

2 

Erected in accordance with section 1 are: 

L a national writer’s chamber 

2. a national press chamber 

3. a national radio chamber 

4. a national theatre chamber 

5. a national music chamber 

6. a national chamber of painting and sculpture 

4 

The establishment of the chambers is to be limited within the policies 
to be decided upon by the national government for the professional-corpo¬ 
ration structure. 

5 

The corporations named in section 2 are united together with the pro¬ 
visional film chamber, which now receives the name national film chamber, 
into a national chamber of culture. The national chamber of culture falls 
under the supervision of the national minister of public enlightenment and 
propaganda. Its seat is Berlin. 

6 

The national minister for public enlightenment and propaganda and 
the national minister of economics are empowered to coordinate through a 
common decree, regulations under the trade decree with the regulations 
of this law. 


XXXIII 
PRESS LAW 
(October 4, 1933) 

Part I 

Newspaper Profession 
1 

Contributing by word, news report or picture to the intellectual con¬ 
tent of newspapers or political periodicals, published within German terri¬ 
tory, is a public vocation which, concerning its professional duties and 
rights, is regulated by this law. The contributors are called editors. No¬ 
body may call himself editor who is not, according to this law, entitled 
to do so. 
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2 

(1) Newspapers and periodicals are printed publications which appear 
regularly at intervals of not longer than three months, their circulation 
not being confined to a definite group of subscribers. 

(2) Printed publications are: all multiplications of writings or pictorial 
representations which have been produced by multigraphic reproduction 
for publication. 

3 

(1) Everything pertaining to newspapers in this law is also valid for 
political periodicals. 

(2) The law does not apply to newspapers and periodicals issued by 
the government. 

(3) The minister for public enlightenment and propaganda decides which 
periodicals are regarded as political within the meaning of this law. If the 
periodical concerns a special field, he will reach a decision in agreement 
with the respective state or national authorities. 

4 

A concern which furnishes newspapers with news items (by word, news 
or picture) will be considered contributing to the intellectual content of a 
German newspaper even if this is not done in the establishment of the pub¬ 
lisher. 

Part II 

Admission to the Vocation of Editor 

5 

No one may be an editor except one who: 

1. is a German citizen, 

2. has not lost his civic rights and the qualifications to hold public office, 

3. is of arian descent and not married to a person of non-arian descent, 

4. has reached the age of 21, 

5. is competent, 

6. has had professional training, 

7. has the qualifications required for the influencing of public opinion 
intellectually. 


8 

Admission to the vocation of editor is obtained by petition for inclusion 
in the membership records of the profession. The records are kept by the 
state organizations of the German press. The leader of the state association 
decides about registration. He proceeds with the registration if all require¬ 
ments under section 5 have been met. He must deny registration if the 
minister for public enlightenment and propaganda objects. 

9 

If petitioned by the leader of the state association, the leader of the 
national association of the German press may, with the consent of the min¬ 
ister for public enlightenment and propaganda, allow certain exceptions to 
the requirements as named in section 5, numbers 1, 3, 6. The exceptions may 
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be restricted to specific fields of editorial activity. In this case permission 
will be given by the minister for public enlightenment and propaganda in 
agreement with the competent state or national authorities. . . . 

10 

The decision by which the leader of the state association denies regis¬ 
tration for vocational membership is to be returned in written form, together 
with the reasons for refusal, to the petitioner. The petitioner may, within 
four weeks after being notified of the decision, appeal to the court for the 
settlement of vocational disputes. The appeal is invalid if section 8, sen¬ 
tence 5, applies to it. 

Part III 

Execution of the Editorial Function 
14 

Editors are under obligation to withhold from publication everything 
which: 

1. confuses selfish with common interest in a manner misleading to the 
public, 

2. is able to weaken: the strength of the German nation nationally or 
internationally, the will toward unity of the German nation, German 
defensive ability, German culture or German business, or that will 
hurt the religious feelings of others, 

3. is offensive to the honor and dignity of a German, 

4. illegally injures the honor or the well-being of another person, hurts 
his reputation or makes him ridiculous or despicable, 

5. is for other reasons indecent. 


Part IV 

Legal Protection of Editors 

23 

Editors are united legally in the national association of the German 
press. By registration in the vocational records, every editor becomes a 
member of this organization by this law. The national association becomes 
a body of public law. It is located in Berlin. 

24 

(1) The minister for public enlightenment and propaganda appoints the 
director of the national association, who draws up the rules for the associ¬ 
ation and submits the same to the approval of the minister. The director 
appoints legal advisors. 

(2) The national association is divided into state associations. Further 
details regarding organization are fixed in the rules. Editors living in for¬ 
eign countries must belong to an association of the district in which is 
located a newspaper, or enterprise for which they are active, of the kind 
designated in section 4. 
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25 

(I) It is the duty of the national association: 

1. to provide for training, development and welfare organizations 
for editors, 

2. to give professional advice to state and national officials, 

3. to assist in the formation of rules governing the employment of 
editors, 

4. to be a mediator in disptes between editors, and to effect settle¬ 
ments with the consent of both parties, 

5. to maintain vocational courts for the press. 


(3) The national association is authorized to assess membership dues. 
The regulations concerning dues must get the approval of the minister for 
public enlightenment and propaganda. The dues will be collected like pub¬ 
lic taxes. 

26 

The discharging of the obligations of the national association will be 
supervised by the minister for public enlightenment and propaganda. 

27 

(1) For the protection of the vocation of editor vocational courts for 
the press will be set up. 

(2) Vocational courts of first instance are the district press courts. The 
vocational court of second instance is the supreme court of the press in 
Berlin. 


32 

Vocational courts are composed of a chairman and assistants. For the 
chairman and for the assistants, substitutes are to be appointed. The chair¬ 
man and his substitutes must have the qualifications for legal office or" for 
higher administrative service. They possess judicial independence. The 
assistants and their substitutes are to be publishers and editors, both having 
numerically equal representation. All members of the vocational courts will 
be appointed by the minister for public enlightenment and propaganda. Edi¬ 
tors are recommended for appointment by the director of the national associ¬ 
ation. Publishers are recommended by the publisher’s organization in the 
national press board. 


Part V 

Penal Protection of the Editorial Profession 
36 

Any person engaging in editorial activities unless he is registered in the 
records of the profession, or while he is temporarily prohibited from en¬ 
gaging in such activities wall be punished with imprisonment up to one year 
or with a fine. 
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37 

Any publisher who employs a person not registered in the records of the 
profession or who commissions an editor who is temporarily prohibited from 
engaging in editorial activities, or who maintains a newspaper without having 
appointed a chief editor, will be punished with imprisonment up to three 
months or with a fine. 

38 

Any editor who demands, accepts, or obligates himself to accept any 
monetary or other consideration for any activity in violation of sections 13 
or 14 will be punished with imprisonment or with a fine. 

39 

Whoever attempts by offer, promise or the granting of favors, to induce 
a publisher, an editor or their representatives to undertake, carry out or 
permit any activity which, according to sections 13 and 14 can be desig¬ 
nated as an offense against the intellectual contents of newspapers, will be 
penalized with imprisonment or fine for bribery of the press. 

40 

(1) Whoever attempts to induce by coercion an editor, publisher or their 
representatives to undertake, carry out, or permit any activity which, 
according to sections 13 and 14, will be an offense against the intellectual 
contents of newspapers, will be penalized with imprisonment or fine for 
coercion of the press. 

(2) If an employee because of his dependent position is coerced by his 
editor, the penalty is imprisonment of not less than three months. 

41 

Cases falling within the terms of sections 38 to 40 may be punished by 
the loss of civic rights in addition to imprisonment. 

42 

Any person who assumes the title of editor, although he is not registered 
in the records of the profession, is liable to arrest or to a fine up to 150 
marks. 

43 

Any publisher who has incurred legal penalty for violation of section 
37, 39 or 40, may be prohibited by the competent administrative authorities 
from engaging in industrial activities. 

Part VI 

Concluding Provisions 


46 

The minister for public enlightenment and propaganda may, in agreement 
with the other ministers concerned, issue orders for the enforcement of this 
law and for the transition from the present state of law into the new one. 
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DECREE CREATING THE NATIONAL MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, 
EDUCATION AND PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

(May 1, 1934) 

(1) A national ministry of science, education and public instruction is 
created to deal with all educational and scientific matters. 

(2) The head of this ministry has the title of “National Minister for 
Science, Education and Public Instruction.” 

(3) The national chancellor determines the various functions of the 
national ministry of science, education and public instruction. He also de¬ 
termines the functions which are to be transferred from the jurisdiction of 
existing ministries to the new ministry and even when the jurisdiction of the 
existing ministries is thereby fundamentally affected. 


XXXV 

DECREE CONCERNING THE FUNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL 
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, EDUCATION AND 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

(May 11, 1934) 

On the basis of the decree of May 1, 1934, of the national president it 
is ordered that the following matters be transferred from the jurisdiction 
of the ministry of the interior to the national ministry of science, education 
and public instruction: 

1. Science: 

All scientific matters, including relationships with foreign countries, 
Technical-Physical Institute, 

Technical-Chemical Institute, 

National Institute for the study of Earthquakes, 

Nationally important scientific institutions both within and without 
the country, 

Scientific publications, 

Folklore, 

Archaeological Institute. 

2. Education and Instruction: 

High school matters, 

Student aid, National leader of German high school and technical 
school students, 

General school matters, 

Public schools, 

Higher schools, 

Private schools, 
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Professional and technical schools, 

German school matters in foreign countries, 

Schools in foreign countries. 

3. Youth Societies. 

4. Adult Education. 

In all the designated fields the national minister of science, education 
and public instruction is charged with all functions including those pertain¬ 
ing to legislation. For the participation of other national ministers, the gen¬ 
eral principles apply. 

XXXVI 

LAW FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
CIVIL SERVICE 

(April 7, 1933) 

1 

(1) For the restoration of a national civil service and for the simplifica¬ 
tion of the administration, officials may be discharged according to the 
following regulations, even when the suppositions required by existing law 
are not present. 

(2) Officials within the scope of this law are direct and indirect officials 
of the Reich, direct and indirect officials of the states, and officials of the 
communes (Gemeindc) and counties (Gemeindeverbande) , officials of public 
law corporations, as well as establishments and businesses of equal status. . . . 
The regulations are also to be applied to social insurance employees who 
have the rights and duties of the officials. 

(3) Officials within the scope of this law also include those who are 
temporarily pensioned. 

(4) The Reichsbank and the German State Railways are empowered to 
decree similar regulations. 

2 

(1) Officials who have entered the service since November 9, 1918 with¬ 
out possessing prescribed or customary training or other qualifications for 
their career are to be discharged from the service. For three months after 
dismissal, they will be paid their former salary. 

(2) They have no claim to partial compensation ( Wartegeld ), pension, 
or pensions for heirs, or for the continued use of the office-designation, the 
title, the uniform, or the service insignia. 

(3) In case of distress, especially when officials are providing for needy 
relatives, an annuity which can be withdrawn at any time, amounting up 
to one-third of the existing basic salary of the position last filled by them, 
can be granted to them; re-insurance under the provisions of the national 
insurance law is not possible. 
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(4) The regulations of paragraphs 2 and 3 are to find corresponding 
application to persons designated in paragraph 1, who have been pensioned 
before this law became effective. 

3 

(1) Officials who are not of arian descent, are to be retired (See section 
8); where honorary officials are concerned they are to be discharged from 
office. 

(2) Paragraph 1 does not apply to officials who have been in service 
since August 1, 1914, or who fought in the World War at the front for the 
German Reich or for its allies or whose fathers or sons were killed in the 
World War. The minister of the interior after consultation with the compe¬ 
tent minister or with the highest state authorities may permit further ex¬ 
ceptions in the case of officials who are in foreign countries. 

4 

Officials who because of their previous political activity do not offer 
security that they will exert themselves for the national state without reser¬ 
vations, may be discharged. For three months after dismissal, they will be 
paid their former salary. From this time on they receive three-quarters of 
their pensions (see paragraph 8) and corresponding annuities for their heirs. 

5 

(1) Every official must submit to a transfer to an office of the same or 
of an equally-valued career, also to one of lesser rank and scheduled salary— 
with a refund of the necessary moving expenses—if the needs of the service 
demand it. When the official is transferred to a position of lesser rank and 
scheduled salary, the official retains his original title and the salary of the 
office he formerly held. 

(2) The official may demand, within a month, that in place of a transfer 
to an office of lesser rank and scheduled income that he be pensioned. 

6 

For the simplification of administration, officials may be pensioned, even 
when they are capable of service. When officials are retired for this reason, 
their positions may not be filled again. 

7 

(1) Discharges from office, transfers to other offices, and pension cases 
are decided finally by the highest national or state authorities without legal 
recourse. 

(2) Changes in the service according to paragraphs 2 to 6 must be sub¬ 
mitted by September 30, 1933 at the latest. The time-limit may be shortened 
after consultation with the minister of the interior, if the highest competent 
national or state authorities declare that the provisions of this law have 
already been carried out. 

8 

The officials retired or discharged according to paragraphs 3 and 4 will 
not receive a pension, if they have not completed at least ten years service; 
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this also applies in those cases, in which according to prevailing regulations 
of national and state law, a pension is already granted for a shorter period 
of service. 


XXXVII 

FIRST DECREE FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE LAW FOR THE 
RESTORATION OF THE CIVIL SERVICE 

(April 11, 1933) 

Addition to section 3, law of April 7, 1933 
2 

(1) A non-arian is one who is descended from non-arian, particularly 
Jewish parents or grandparents. It suffices if either parent or either grand¬ 
parent is non-arian. This is especially to be accepted if either parent or 
either grandparent has professed the Jewish religion. 


XXXVIII 

THIRD DECREE FOR THE EXECUTION OF THE LAW FOR THE 
RESTORATION OF THE CIVIL SERVICE 

(May 6, 1933) 

Addition to section 1, law of April 7, 1933. 

Officers within the scope of this law also include judges and teachers in 
the public school system, teachers at scientific universities, and also the full 
and assistant professors who have been relieved of their official duties. In 
addition, honorary professors, non-official assistant professors and privat - 
dozenten at universities are to be considered officers within the scope of this 
law. Likewise the former court (royal) officials and the notaries, even when 
they only draw fees, have the status of public officers. Officials of the old 
and new military forces and the members of the protective police of the 
states are public officers, but military officers, health officers, veterinary 
officers, subaltern officers and enlisted men of the old and new military forces 
do not have the status of officer. 


Addition to section 2, law of April 7, 1933. 

Those who have participated in communistic activities are to be dis¬ 
charged even if they no longer belong to the communist party, or its auxiliary 
or collateral organisations. The so-called national communistic movement 
(Black Front) is also considered to be communistic. 
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Addition to section 3, law of April 7, 1933. 

(1) In the meaning of this law, front-fighter is one who, during the 
World War (from August 1, 1914 to December 31, 1918) participated with 
the fighting troops in a battle, a skirmish, trench warfare, or in a siege. It 
is not sufficient if one has served in the war-zone during the war, without 
having confronted the enemy. 

(2) In particular, a front-fighter is one to whom the medal for being 
wounded has been given. 

(3) Participation in the fighting in the Baltic states, in Upper Silesia, 
against Spartacists, and Separatists as well as against the enemies of the 
national revolution is to be ranked equal with participation in the fighting 
of the World War. 


Addition to section 4, law of April 7, 1933. 

1 

The membership of an official in a political party—the communist party 
excepted—does not in itself justify the assumption of national unreliability. 
This is also true if the official has been an inscribed member of the party, 
has paid dues to it, and has attended its meetings. 

2 

The suppositions for section 4, sentence 1 are especially fulfilled, if an 
official has opposed the national movement by speech, writing or by other 
hateful conduct, has insulted its leaders or has misused his official position 
to persecute, demote, or otherwise harm officials who hold national opinions. 
If this is the case, then his entrance since January 30, 1933, into a party 
or into a society which supports the government of national revolution will 
not excuse him. No significance shall be attached to occasional indiscretions 
during the election campaign. 


5 

The league of republican officials and the Iron Front are also to be con¬ 
sidered as political parties in the meaning of the first ordinance for the 
execution of the law for the restoration of the professional civil service of 
April 11th, 1933. 


Addition to section 7, law of April 7, 1933. 

4 

When national governors ( Reicksstatthalter ) are appointed, they may, 
upon proposal of the state government, bring about discharges, transfers to 
other offices, and retirements. 


7 

Teachers at universities are not to be made emeritii but are to be pen¬ 
sioned according to this law. 
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8 

If on account of this law official professors and assistant professors and 
Privatdozenten of universities are discharged or retired t ey «= e e § 
to teach. In the case of honorary professors, of unofficial (assistant) pro¬ 
fessors and Privatdozenten at universities, discharge or retirement results 
the loss of the right to teach. 

XXXIX 

IAW CHANGING THE REGULATIONS IN REGARD TO 
PUBLIC OFFICERS 

(June 30, 1933) 

Chapter 2 
la 

(1) Only such persons may be appointed national officials who possess 
for their career the prescribed education or customary training or wJ J 0 have 
special qualifications for the office about to be given, and who guarantee that 
they will support the national state at all times without reservation. 

(2) Women may only be appointed national officials for life when y 

have completed the 35th year. • 

(3) Anyone of non-arian descent, or married to a person of 
descent, may not be appointed a national official. National officials of ar a 
descent who marry a person of non-arian descent are to be discha g . 
quesSn of who is of non-arian descent, is to be decided by regulations 

decreed by the minister of the interior. 

(4) If urgent requirements of the national administration so necessitate, 
the highest national officials may make exceptions in individual cases- 
exceptfons from the provisions of paragraph 2 with the approval of the 
minister of finance, exceptions from the provisions of paragraph 3 with the 
approval of the minister of the interior. 


(1) The (above) regulations are also to be applied to the civil service 
regulations of the states, local communities, and of the other bodies, ms i- 

tntions and foundations of public law. ... . . 

(2) The German State Railways, the Reichsbank, the public-lega - 

ligious societies, and the confederations are empowered to decree s.mrlar 
regulations. } 

7 

(2) When the economic status of a female official appears to be perma¬ 
nently secured because of a family income, the officials . . . may decree a 
dismissal. The conditions for dismissal are always present when the husband 
is a permanent official not subject to dismissal. 
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Chapter 8 
40 

(1) The states and the bodies of public law not supervised by the states 
are empowered and compelled to lower the incomes of their officials insofar 
as they are higher than the incomes of national officials of equal rank. The 
national ministers and the national chancellor are to be considered as national 
officials within the scope of this chapter. Sentence 1 is not applicable to 
university teachers; for them the special rules of section 44 apply. Similarly, 
the national government or the state governments may make different rules 
in other cases in which the scholarly or artistic significance of an office 
requires a special evaluation. 

(2) The local communities, and the other bodies of public law which 
are under the supervision of the state officials are empowered and obligated 
to reduce the salaries of their officials, insofar as they are higher than the 
salaries of state officials of corresponding rank. 


44 

(1) The state governments are empowered to alter or annul the assur¬ 
ances given to university professors before this chapter became effective. 
They are not bound hereby to agreements, compromises, legal judgments or 
arbitration decisions. 

Chapter 13 
77 

(1) Insofar as the execution of the provisions of this law requires it, 
deviations from the national constitution and from the state constitutions 
are permissible. 


XL 

SUPPLEMENTARY LAW TO THE LAW FOR THE RESTORATION 
OF THE CIVIL SERVICE 

(July 20, 1933) 

2a 

(1) Officials who have belonged to the communist party or to commun¬ 
istic auxiliary or collateral organizations or otherwise have been active in 
furthering the aims of communism, are to be discharged. Discharge is not 
necessary for (a) officials, who before January 30th, 1933 joined a party or 
an organization which has placed itself behind the government of the 
national revolution, and (b) officials who have distinguished themselves 
exceptionally in the national movement. 

(2) Officials who in the future are active for Marxism (communism or 
social-democracy) are to be discharged. 
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XLI 


INTERPRETATIONS OF THE LAW OF PUBLIC OFFICERS 
OF JUNE 30, 1933 

(August 8, 1933) 


(2) Likewise illegitimate descent is considered descent in the meaning 
of section la, paragraph 3 of the law of public officers. Through adoption 
of a child, a parent-and-child relationship in the meaning of this ordinance 
is not created. 

2 

(1) One who is to be appointed a national official has to prove that he 
and his wife are of arian descent. Every national official, who wishes to 
marry, has to prove, that the person whom he desires to marry, is of arian 
descent. 

(2) The proof is to be made by the submission of documents (birth 
certificate, marriage certificate of the parents). 

(3) If arian descent is doubtful, an opinion is to be obtained from the’ 
expert for racial investigation accredited to the minister of the interior. 

3 

The regulations apply correspondingly to the law of public officers of 
the states, local communities, and the other bodies, institutions, and founda¬ 
tions of public law. 

XLII 

LAW CONCERNING REFERENDA 
(July 14, 1933) 

1 

(1) The national cabinet by means of a referendum may question the 
people as to whether or not it approves of a measure planned by the national 
cabinet. 

(2) There may also be a referendum on laws as well as on the measures 
referred to in paragraph one. 

2 

A referendum is decided by a majority of the valid votes cast. This also 
applies to a vote on a law containing provisions which would amend the con¬ 
stitution. 

3 

(This section relates to the promulgation of a referred law.) 


The minister of the interior is authorized to issue decrees and general 
administrative orders for the execution of this law. 
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DECREE FOR CARRYING OUT THE REFERENDUM ON THE 
APPEAL OF THE NATIONAL CABINET TO THE 
GERMAN PEOPLE 

(October 14 and 20, 1933) 

On the basis of section 4 of the law of July 14, 1933, concerning refer¬ 
enda, the following is decreed for the execution of the referendum on the 
appeal of the national cabinet to the German people of October 14, 1933: 


2 

The voting is to occur simultaneously with the Reichstag election on 
November 12, 1933. 

3 

The ballot, which consists of green paper, contains the following text: 

Appeal of the national cabinet to the German People. 

The German national cabinet and the German people are united in the 
will to conduct a policy of peace, of reconciliation, and of understanding, 
as the foundation of all decisions and of all action. 

The national cabinet and the German people, therefore, disavow vio¬ 
lence as an unsuitable means for settling existing differences within the Euro¬ 
pean community of states. 

The German national cabinet and the German people renew the avowal, 
to accede gladly to every actual disarming of the world, with the assurance 
of the willingness, also, to destroy the last German machine-gun and to dis¬ 
charge the last German soldier from the army, provided the other nations 
decide to do likewise. 

The German national cabinet and the German people unite in the sincere 
desire, to want to examine and solve without passion and by means of 
negotiations, all existing questions with other nations, including all of our 
former opponents, in a spirit of over-coming the war-psychosis and to restore 
finally a sincere relationship toward each other. 

The German national cabinet and the German people therefore declare 
themselves willing at any time to assure the peace of Europe for all time 
and to serve its economic welfare through the concluding of continental pacts 
of non-aggression, and to participate in the general cultural reconstruction. 

The national cabinet and the German people are motivated by the same 
conception of honor, which demands that the acceptance of equal treatment 
for Germany is the absolutely necessary moral and objective condition for 
every participation of our people and its government in international insti¬ 
tutions and treaties. 

The German national cabinet and the German people are therefore 
united in the decision, to leave the disarmament conference and to quit 
the League of Nations, until this actual equality of rights is no longer held 
back from our nation. 
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The national cabinet and the German people have decided, rather, to 
undergo every difficulty, every persecution, and every distress, than in the 
future to subscribe to treaties which for every man of honor and for every 
honor loving nation must be unacceptable; and in their consequences would 
only lead to make eternal the unhappiness and the misery caused by the 
Versailles treaty and, thereby, the collapse of the civilized community of 
nations. 

The German national cabinet and the German people do not have the 
will to participate in any armament race with other nations, they only de¬ 
mand that measure of security which guarantees to the nation the rest and 
freedom of peaceful work. The German national cabinet and the German 
people are determined to make certain by means of negotiations and by 
treaties these justifiable demands of the German nation. 

The national cabinet puts the question to the German people: 

Does the German people agree to the policy of its national cabinet set 
forth here and is it willing to declare the same to be the expression of its 
own opinion and its own will and to espouse it solemnly? 

Berlin, October 14, 1933 

The National Cabinet 


Do you, German man, and you, German woman, agree to this policy 
of your national cabinet, and are you willing, to declare it to be the ex¬ 
pression of your own opinion and your own will and to espouse it solemnly? 



4 

The voting is to be carried out in such a manner, that the voter who 
wishes to answer the question put to a vote in the affirmative, shall place a 
cross in the circle below the printed word “Yes,” the person who wishes to 
oppose it, shall insert a cross under the printed word “No.” 

5 

The ballot is to be deposited in the same envelope, in which the ballot 
for the Reichstag election is deposited. 

6 

The regulations of the national election law are correspondingly valid in 
the requirement for compulsory service on election boards. 
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FACSIMILE OF THE BALLOT USED IN THE ELECTION OF 

AUGUST 19, 1934 

I 

PROCLAMATION OF THE NATIONAL CHANCELLOR FOR EXECUTION 
" OF THE LAW CONCERNING THE HEAD OF THE GERMAN REICH 

(August 2, 1934) 

Minister of the Interior] 

The legal measures taken in connection with the question of the head 
of the state as a result of the national calamity which has befallen our people, 
leads me to decree the following: 

1. The greatness of the departed one has given the title of National 
President a peculiar importance. It is in our thoughts, and what it means 
to us, inseparably bound with the name of the one who has died. I beg, 
therefore, that care shall be taken that I, in both official and unofficial com¬ 
munications, shall be addressed as formerly—only as leader and national 
chancellor. This provision shall have continuing validity. 

2. I desire that the constitutional action of the national cabinet entrust¬ 
ing my person and also the office of national chancellor with the functions 
of the former national president, shall receive the express approval of the 
German people. Being of the firm conviction that every grant of power 
by the people must be determined by them in free and secret election, I 
request that you submit without delay the decision of the cabinet together 
with the necessary additions to the German people in a free referendum. 

Berlin, August 2, 1934 

The National Chancellor 
Adolf Hitler. 


II 

DECISION OF THE NATIONAL CABINET FOR A POPULAR REFERENDUM 

(August 2, 1934) 

In accordance with the wish of the leader and chancellor, the national 
cabinet has determined to hold on Sunday, August 19, 1934, a popular 
referendum on the national law of August 1, 1934 

“The office of the national president is united with that of the national 
chancellor. In consequence, the former powers of the national president 
pass to the leader and national chancellor, Adolf Hitler. He appoints 
his deputy.” 
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and has charged the minister of the interior with the execution of this 
decision. 

Berlin, August 2, 1934 

The National Cabinet 


Do you, German man, and you, German woman, approve of the arrange¬ 
ment made in this law? 


XLV 

DECREE FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE PEOPLE AND THE 

STATE 

(February 28, 1933) 

On the basis of article 48, paragraph 2 of the national constitution, the 
following is decreed to prevent communistic acts of violence which endanger 
the state: 

1 

Articles 114, 115, 117, 118, 123, 124 and 153 of the constitution of the 
German Reich are to be suspended until further notice. Consequently restric¬ 
tions of personal liberty, of the right of free expression of opinion, including 
freedom of the press, of association, and of assembly, interference with let¬ 
ters, mail, telegraph, and telephone secrets, orders to search houses and to 
confiscate as well as restrict property beyond existing legal limits are per¬ 
missible. 

2 

If in a state the measures necessary for the restoration of public security 
and order are not taken, the national government may temporarily take over 
the powers of the highest state authority. 


4 

Whoever provokes, or appeals for or incites to the disobedience of the 
orders given out by the supreme state authorities or the authorities subject 
to them for the execution of this decree, or the orders given by the national 
government according to section 2, is punishable—insofar as the deed is not 
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covered by other decrees with more severe punishments — with imprisonment 
of not less than one month, or with a fine from 150 up to 15,000 Reichsmarks. 

Whoever endangers human life by violating paragraph 1, is to be pun¬ 
ished by sentence to a penitentiary, under mitigating circumstances with im¬ 
prisonment of not less than six months and, when violation causes the death 
of a person, with death, under mitigating circumstances with a penitentiary 
sentence of not less than two years. In addition the sentence may include 
confiscation of property. 

Whoever provokes or incites to an act contrary to public welfare is to be 
punished with a penitentiary sentence, under mitigating circumstances, with 
imprisonment of not less than three months. 

5 

The crimes which under the Criminal Code are punishable with peniten¬ 
tiary fotf life are to be punished with death: i.e., in section 81 (high treason), 
229 (poisoning), 306 (arson), 311 (explosion), 312 (floods), 315, paragraph 
2 (damage to railroad properties), 324 (general poisoning). 

Insofar as a more severe punishment has not been previously provided 
for, the following are punishable with death or with life imprisonment or with 
imprisonment not to exceed 15 years: 

1. Anyone who undertakes to kill the national president or a member or a 
commissioner of the national government or of a state government, or pro¬ 
vokes to such a killing, or agrees to commit it, or accepts such an offer, or 
conspires with another for such a murder; 

2. Anyone who under section 115, paragraph 2, of the criminal code (serious 
rioting) or of section 125, paragraph 2, of the criminal code (serious 
disturbance of the peace) commits the act with arms or cooperates con¬ 
sciously and intentionally with an armed person; 

3. Anyone who commits a kidnapping under section 239 of the criminal 
code with the intention of making use of the kidnapped person as a hostage 
in the political struggle. 

XLVI 

DECREE PROTECTING THE NATIONAL CABINET AGAINST 
MALICIOUS ATTACKS 

(March 21, 1933) 

1 

(1) Whoever possesses the uniform of an organization supporting the 
government of national regeneration, without being entitled thereto through 
membership in the organization or otherwise, will be punished with imprison¬ 
ment up to two years. 

(2) Whoever wears the uniform or insignia which designates membership 
in an organization of the nature described in paragraph 1, without being a 
member of the organization, is to be punished with imprisonment of at least 
one month. 
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2 

(1) Whoever commits a punishable act against persons or objects or 
threatens the same and while so doing wears or carries with him the uniform 
or insignia designating membership in an organization of the kind listed in 
section 1, paragraph 1 without being a member of the organization, is to be 
punished with a penitentiary sentence; in case of mitigating circumstances, 
with imprisonment of not less than 6 months. 

(2) If the deed was committed with the intention of inciting to riot or of 
creating fear or panic among the population, or of causing difficulties for the 
German Reich in its foreign affairs, the punishment is a penitentiary sentence 
of from 3 years to life. In especially severe cases the death penalty may be 
exacted. 

(3) According to these regulations a German can also be prosecuted if 
he has committed the deed on foreign soil. 

3 

(1) Whoever purposely makes or circulates a statement of a factual nature 
which is untrue or grossly exaggerated or which is apt seriously to harm the 
welfare of the Reich or of a state or the reputation of the national government 
or of a state government or of the parties or organizations supporting these 
governments, is to be punished, insofar as no more severe punishment is de¬ 
creed in other regulations, with imprisonment up to two years and, if he makes 
or spreads the statement publicly, with imprisonment of not less than three 
months. 

(2) If the act has worked a serious harm for the Reich or a state, peni¬ 
tentiary punishment can be exacted. 

(3) Whoever commits an act through negligence, is to be punished with 
imprisonment up to 3 months or by a fine. 

4 

Whoever has acquired membership in an organization surreptitiously is 
counted as a non-member in the application of this ordinance. 

5 

This ordinance becomes effective on the day following its publication. 


XL VII 

LAW FOR THE GUARANTEEING OF PUBLIC PEACE 
(October 13, 1933) 

1 

(1) The following will be punished with death or, insofar as a more severe 
penalty is not provided, with life imprisonment or with imprisonment up to 
15 years: 

1. Anyone who undertakes to kill, or who incites to such a killing, or 
who offers to commit the same, or who accepts such an offer or conspires for 
such a killing with another person for political reasons or on account of their 
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official or public function, a judge, or a state’s attorney or an official in charge 
of the duties of the political-, criminal-, railroad-, forestry-, customs-, pro¬ 
tective-, or security-police or a member of the army and navy or of the storm- 
detachments (including the Stahlhelm) or the pretorian guard of the national 
socialist German workers’ party or a member of the German aerosport league; 

2. Anyone who undertakes to kill, or incites to such a killing, or offers to 
commit the same, or accepts such an offer or conspires for such a killing with 
another person, a magistrate or juror on account of his activity as magistrate 
or juror, or a witness or expert on account of a statement made by him in 
fulfillment of his duty as witness or expert; 

3. Anyone who in a foreign country produces, circulates, or holds in 
readiness for the purpose of circulation printed matter which may form the 
basis for an act of high treason (No 81-86 of the criminal code) or who other¬ 
wise commits a crime of high treason; 

4. Anyone who undertakes to introduce into Germany printed matter 
mentioned in No. 3, having knowledge of its high-treasonable content, for the 
purpose of its circulation, or anyone who circulates such printed matter after 
it has been imported into the country or who otherwise assists in the com¬ 
mission within the country of an act of high treason originating in a foreign 
country. 

2 

✓ 

Anyone who undertakes to introduce printed matter into the country, with 
the intention of circulating the same for purposes of endangering the state 
shall be punished with imprisonment up to five years ... To wit, the following: 

1. an offense against the law of July 14th, 1933 forbidding the formation 
of new parties, or 

2. an exhortation or incitement punishable according to sections 110-112 
of the criminal code, or 

3. a false report which is punishable under section 3 of the decree of the 
national president for the suppression of secret attacks against the government 
of national regeneration. 

3 

The emergency courts constituted under the decree of March 21, 1933, of 
the national government are competent to handle the crimes designated in 
supreme state courts does not exist. 


XLVIII 

LAW FOR THE CONFISCATION OF COMMUNISTIC PROPERTY 

(May 26, 1933) 

In order permanently to deprive communist endeavors of a traitorous 
nature of useful property, the national cabinet has enacted the following 
law which is herewith promulgated: 

1 

(1) The highest state officials or the authorities designated by them, 
















so 


THE HITLER DECREES 


may confiscate for the benefit of the state, property and rights of the com¬ 
munist party of Germany and its auxiliary and subsidiary organizations as 
well as property which is used or intended to be used for furthering com¬ 
munist activities. 

(2) The minister of the interior may implore the highest state officials to 
take the measures required in paragraph 1. 

2 

Section 1 does not apply to rented property or to property held under 
mortgage unless the renter or the purveyor had the intention of using the 
property for a furtherance of communistic endeavors. 


8 

The minister of the interior is authorized to issue legal and administrative 
regulations for the execution and completion of this law. 


XLIX 

LAW PROVIDING FOR THE CONFISCATION OF THE PROPERTY 
OF PUBLIC ENEMIES 

(July 14, 1933) 

The provisions of the law of May 26th, 1933 concerning the confiscation 
of communist property are to be applied to the property and rights of the 
German social democratic party and its auxiliary and collateral organizations 
as well as to property and rights which are used or are intended to further 
Marxist or other movements which, according to determination by the min¬ 
ister of the interior, are hostile to the people and the state. 


L 

LAW CONCERNING THE PRUSSIAN SECRET POLICE 
(November 30, 1933) 

1 

(1) The secret state police constitutes an independent branch of the 
inner administration. The minister president is its head. The minister pres¬ 
ident empowers the inspector of the secret state police with the administra¬ 
tion of the current business. 

(2) In case of the inability of the minister president to act as head of 
the secret police, the secretary of state in the ministry of state will take his 
place. 

(3) The inspector of the secret state police is at the same time the head 
of the office of the secret state police. 
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2 

To the sphere of activities of the secret state police belongs all business 
of the political police which was taken care of by the officials of the general 
and the inner administration. The particular functions to be taken over by 
the secret state police are left to the decision of the minister president as 
head of the secret state police. 

3 

(1) The work of the political police, hitherto supervised by the office 
of the minister of the interior will, with the passing of this law, be transferred 
to the office of the secret state police. 

(2) The state, county and village police authorities must execute the 
orders of the secret state police office which fall within the sphere of the 
secret state police. 

4 

To enforce this law, the minister of finance is entitled to make changes 
in the national budget. 

5 

The provisions of the law of April 26, 1933 are void insofar as they 
conflict with this law. 

6 

This law goes into effect on the day of its publication. 

LI 

LAW FOR THE CREATION OF A SECRET STATE TOLICE OFFICE 

(April 26, 1933) 

The ministry of state has enacted the following law: 

1 

(1) For the purpose of taking over the duties of the political police, the 
secret state police office, with its seat in Berlin, is established. It has the 
position of a state police authority and comes directly under the supervision 
of the minister of the interior. 

(2) The practical and local competence of the secret state police is 
regulated by the minister of the interior. 

(3) The rules of the police administrative law of June 1, 1931, regard¬ 
ing review of orders of the state police are applicable with the provision 
that in administrative disputes concerning the orders of the secret state 
police, the district committee in Berlin has sole jurisdiction. 

2 

The secret state police may, within the sphere of its authority, ask for 
police officials for police purposes. 

3 

The minister of the interior will issue the regulations necessary for the 
enforcement of this law, and insofar as they concern the numbers and kinds 
of officers and employees to be designated to the secret state police, he will 
act in agreement with the minister of finance. 
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LII 


LAW CHANGING THE PROVISIONS OF THE CRIMINAL LAW 
AND OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

(April 24, 1934) 

Article 1 


80 

Whoever undertakes by force or by threat of force to annex to a foreign 
state territory of the Reich in whole or in part, or to separate any part of 
the Reich territory from the Reich, is punished with death. 

A similar punishment will be meted out to anyone who undertakes by 
force or by threat of force to change the constitution of the Reich. 

81 

Whoever undertakes to deprive the national president or the national 
chancellor or any other member of the national cabinet of his constitutional 
power, or to compel or to hinder by force or by threat of force or by a crime 
or by assault the exercise of his constitutional authority entirely or in any 
particular manner, is punished with death or with life imprisonment or with 
imprisonment of not less than five years. 


Article 3 
1 

(1) For the adjudication of cases of high treason or of treason against 
the country a lay court (Volksgerichtshof) is set up. 

(2) In the principal proceedings the lay court reaches decisions with 
five members, in other cases with three members, the chairman being in¬ 
cluded in both cases. The chairman and one other member must have the 
qualifications of a judge. Several sections may be formed. 

(3) The prosecuting official is the chief national prosecuting attorney. 


The members of the lay court and their deputies are named for a period 
of five years by the national chancellor upon proposal of the minister of 
justice. 

3 

The lay court is competent to investigate and to decide in first and last 
instance cases of high treason . . . , of treason against the country . . . , and of 
attacks against the national president. 
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LAW CONCERNING MEASURES FOR THE 
DEFENCE OF THE STATE 

(July 3, 1934) 

The national cabinet has enacted the following law which is published 
herewith: 

Only Article 

The measures taken on June 30, and on July 1 and 2, 1934, for the 
suppression of acts of treason and high treason are legalized as necessary 
measures for the defence of the state. 


LIV 

LAW CONCERNING ECONOMIC MEASURES 
(July 3, 1934) 

1 

(1) The national minister of economics is empowered, within his juris¬ 
diction, to take all measures necessary to promote German commerce as 
well as to protect and improve economic conditions. Insofar as the measures 
fall within the jurisdiction of another national minister they will be taken 
in agreement with such minister. 

(2) The measures taken under paragraph one may deviate from existing 

law. 

2 

The national minister of economics can determine to what extent viola¬ 
tions of his orders may be punished with imprisonment or fine. The amount 
of the fine is unlimited. 

3 

This law becomes effective with its promulgation. It goes out of force 
on September 30, 1934. 


LV 

LAW CONCERNING THE ACADEMY OF GERMAN LAW 

(July 11, 1934) 

1 

The academy of German law, formerly a corporation of public law’ in 
Bavaria, becomes a public corporation of the Reich. 

The academy has its own legal personality. Its seat is in Munich. 
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2 

The function of the academy is to promote the re-formation of German 
legal life and in close, continuing union with the competent legislative offices 
to realize the national socialist program in the whole field of law. 

3 

The academy is under the supervision of the national ministers of justice 
and interior. 

4 

The president of the academy is appointed and dismissed by the national 
chancellor. The office of the president is honorary. 

The president represents the academy legally and otherwise. 

LVI 

LAW FOR THE FORMATION OF STUDENT BODIES IN THE 
SCIENTIFIC COLLEGES 

(April 22, 1933) 

1 

The fully matriculated students of German blood and mother tongue who 
are fully matriculated at a scientific university constitute the student body 
of that university regardless of their citizenship. 

2 

The student body is a part of the university and represents all of the 
students. It must cooperate to the end that the students fulfill their duties 
toward people, state and university. 

3 

The details concerning the structure and work of the student bodies are 
regulated by student ordinances of the state governments, and by the codes 
of the universities and the student bodies. 

LVII 

LAW RESTRICTING ENROLLMENT IN GERMAN SCHOOLS 

AND COLLEGES 

(April 25, 1933) 

1 

In all schools except obligatory schools ( Pflicktschulen ) and in universi¬ 
ties, the number of pupils and students is to be so limited that fundamental 
education is assured and that the requirement of the professions is satisfied. 

2 

The state cabinets are to determine at the beginning of every school year 
how many students each school can enroll and how many students each 
imulty can newly absorb. 
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3 

In those schools and faculties, whose students stand in an especially 
strong disproportion to the requirements of the professions, the number of 
pupils and students already accepted during the course of the school year 
1933 is to be so lowered that excessive hardship will not result in the restora¬ 
tion of a suitable ratio. 

4 

In the admission of new students attention is to be paid that the number 
of German students who are not of arian descent within the meaning of 
the law for the restoration of professional officials April 7, 1933, may not 
exceed in each school and faculty the proportion of non-arian to the entire 
German population. That proportion will be uniformly determined for the 
entire nation. 

In the reduction of the number of pupils and students according to 
section 3, a suitable ratio between the total number of students and the 
number of non-arians must be established. In doing so a varying higher 
proportional number can be taken as the basis. 

Paragraphs 1 and 2 do not apply to Germans of non-arian descent whose 
fathers fought at the front in the World War for Germany or for her allies, 
nor to descendants of marriages which had taken place before this law came 
into effect, if one of the parents or two of the grandparents were of arian 
descent. In the calculation of the proportional and ratio numbers they are 
not to be included. 

5 

The obligations which are incumbent upon Germany in international 
treaties will not be affected through the regulation of this law. 


6 


The provisions necessary to execute this law are to be decreed by the 
minister of interior. 

7 

The law becomes effective upon its proclamation. 


LVIII 

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNMENT TO THE GERMAN 

NATION 

Berlin, February 1, 1933* 

More than fourteen years have gone by since that unhappy day on 
which the German nation, deceived by promises from without and from 
within, forgot the glories of its past, forgot its honour and its freedom and 
thereby lost everything. Since that day of betrayal the Almighty has turned 

* Authorized translation of the official text. 
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His countenance away from us. Strife and hatred have been the order of 
the day. Millions of the finest German men and women in all stations of 
life have had to behold with heavy hearts the unity of the nation breaking 
up and disappearing in a welter of egoistic political theories, selfish business 
interests and conflicting social doctrines. 

Since that day of revolution, Germany has presented, as so often before 
in our history, a heartbreaking picture of disunity. We have not received 
the promised equality and fraternity, and we have lost our liberty. The 
collapse of the spiritual unity at home was followed by the loss to our people 
of their political standing in the world. 

We are firmly convinced that the German nation entered the fight in 
1914 without the slightest feeling of guilt on its part and filled only with 
the desire to defend its Fatherland which had been attacked and to preserve 
the freedom, nay, the very existence, of the German people. This being so, 
we can only see in the disastrous fate which has overtaken us since those 
November days of 1918 the result of our own collapse at home. But the 
rest of the world too has suffered no less since then from overwhelming crises. 
The balance of power which had evolved in the course of history, and which 
formerly played no small part in bringing about the understanding of the 
necessity for an internal solidarity of the nations, with all its advantages for 
trade and commerce, has been set on one side. 

The insane Conception of Victors and Vanquished destroyed the confi¬ 
dence existing between nations, and, at the same time, the industry of the 
entire world. The misery of our people is appalling! Millions of our prole¬ 
tariate are without work and without means of existence, and the entire 
middle class is rapidly becoming impoverished. If the German peasantry is 
to go under too, we shall be faced by a catastrophe beyond all conception, 
for this will not only mean the collapse of a single nation but of a cultural 
inheritance of the highest importance which has stood for two thousand 
years. 

Symptoms of approaching collapse are all around us. Communism, with 
its method of madness, is making a powerful and insidious attack upon our 
discouraged and shattered nation. It wishes to poison the minds of the 
people, and to drive them into a period which will fall far shorter of its 
promises than the period through which we have just passed falls short of 
the promises of the very same apostles of November, 1918. 

This negative, destroying spirit has spared nothing of all that is highest 
and most valuable. Beginning with the family, it has undermined the very 
foundations of morality and faith, and scoffs at culture and business, nation 
and fatherland, justice*^ and honour. Fourteen years of Marxism have ruined 
Germany: one year of Bolshevism would destroy her. The richest and fairest 
territories of the world would be turned into a smoking heap of ruins. Even 
the sufferings of the last decade and a half could not be compared to the 
misery of a Europe in the heart of which the red flag of destruction had been 
hoisted. The thousands of wounded, the hundreds of dead which this inner 
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strife has already cost Germany should be a warning of the storm which 
would come. 

In this hour of overwhelming anxiety as to the future of the German 
nation, the aged leader of our armies in the War summoned us men of the 
national parties and organizations to fight at home under him once more, 
as of old at the front, in unity and loyalty, to save the Reich. Our venerable 
President has joined our hands together in this spirit and for this purpose, 
and we are determined, as leaders of the nation, to fulfill, as a national 
Government, the task which has been alloted to us, swearing fidelity only 
to God, our conscience and the nation. 

The inheritance which has fallen to us is a terrible one. 

The task with which we are faced is the hardest which has fallen to 
German statesmen within the memory of man. But we are all filled with 
unbounded confidence, for we believe in our people and their imperishable 
virtues. Every class and every individual must help us to found the new 
Reich. 

The National Government will regard it as their first and foremost duty 
to revive in the nation the spirit of unity and cooperation. They will pre¬ 
serve and defend those basic principles on which our nation has been built 
up. They regard Christianity as the foundation of our national morality, 
and the family as the basis of national life. They are determined, without 
regard for class and social status, to restore the nation to a consciousness 
of its political and national unity and of the duties consequent upon this 
realisation. They intend to make respect for our glorious past and pride in 
our ancient traditions the ground principles for the education of German 
youth. In this way they will wage a pitiless warfare upon spiritual, political 
and cultural Nihilism. Germany must not, Germany shall not go under in 
the chaos of Communism. 

Turbulent instincts must be replaced by a national discipline as the 
guiding principle of our national life. All those institutions which are the 
strongholds of the energy and vitality of our nation will be taken under the 
especial care of the Government. 

The National Government intends to solve the problem of the reorgani¬ 
zation of trade and commerce with two four-year plans: 

The German farmer must be rescued in order that the nation may be 
supplied with the necessities of life. 

A concerted and all-embracing attack must be made on unemployment 
in order that the German working class may be saved from ruin. 

The November parties have ruined the German peasantry in fourteen 
years. 

In fourteen years they have created an army of millions of unemployed. 

The National Government will, with iron determination and unshakeable 
steadfastness of purpose, put through the following plan: 

Within four years the German peasant must be rescued from the quag¬ 
mire into which he has fallen. 



58 


the hitler decrees 


SSwnsiS rsjsssx-iz 

P0“* *“ *"> °‘ 

*^J££$**ZS5£S life will include the perfonuance <K 

s "“—'a— 

the*GovernmeiW ™e thtf best g—« to, the avoidance of any eaperimenu 

rights. They are impressed with the ™P ortanc * maintenance 

rSSSsricS".;^ 

ar TC«° U Ge™a “y S »U-iencI S a„d“c“nomic revival 

and conscientiously fulfil her duties towards the other nations, one ecist 

^n?o^/=~-acn ov Co_ - 

,e^-“t3?3rcS£| 

millions of peasants, worfang mwi an together succumb to them, 

the inability of the former Reichstag to support this work, to set 

has r on S?a 

thelommSt ive to the nation by our united front the possibility of a 
recovery. 


THE HITLER DECREES 59 

We now therefore call upon the German people to set its signature to 
this act of reconciliation. 

The Government of the national renaissance wishes to work and will 
work. 

It was not this Government which in the course of fourteen years brought 
the German nation to ruin. What this Government intends to do is to 
restore the nation to its former eminence. 

They are determined to make good in four years the evil done in four¬ 
teen. 

They cannot, however, subject the work of restoration to the approval 
of those who are responsible for the collapse. 

The parties of Marxism and their followers have had fourteen years to 
show what they can do. 

The result is a heap of ruins. 

We now appeal to the German nation to give us four years’ time and 
then to pass judgement. 

Obedient to the command of the Field-Marshal, we are ready to begin. 
May God Almighty give our work His blessing, strengthen our purpose and 
endow us with wisdom and the trust of our people, for we are fighting not 
for ourselves but for Germany! 

The Government of the Reich. 

Adolf Hitler, von Papen, Freiherr von Neurath, Dr. Frick, Graf Schwerin 
von Krosigk, Dr. Hugenberg, Seldte, Dr. Giirtner, von Blomberg, Eltz von 

Riibenach, Goring. 


LIX 

PRESIDENT VON HINDENBURG 

in Potsdam on March 21, 1933 
on the Occasion of the Opening of the Reichstag of the 
National Renaissance* 

By my decree of the 1st February of this year I dissolved the Reichstag 
in order that the German people might have an opportunity to record its 
decision concerning the national coalition government formed by me. In 
the elections of the 5th March our people have placed themselves with a 
clear majority behind the government which I have summoned by reason 
of my confidence in them and have thus given them a constitutional man¬ 
date to commence their work. 

Many and arduous are the tasks which you, Herr Reichskanzler, and 
you, gentlemen, Members of the Cabinet, have before you. Both in home 


* Authorized translation of the official text. 
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and foreign politics, in our own household as in the world, there are difficult 
problems to solve and important decisions to be made. I am convinced hat 
Chancellor and Government will attack these problems with firm determina¬ 
tion, and I trust that you, the members of the newly formed Reichstag, vri 
take your stand behind the Government in a full appreciation of the state 
of affairs and the measures which are necessary, and that you for your part 
will do all in your power to support the work of the Government. _ 

The place 1 in which we are assembled today summons up memories o 
the Prussia of former days which became great in the fear of God by evo- 
tion to duty, unfailing courage and selfless patriotism, which principles have 
welded the German peoples into one nation. May the spirit of this hallowed 
spot inspire the men of today, may it free us from selfish concerns and party 
strife and join us together in a feeling of devotion to the best of our national 
traditions and spiritual renewal for the service of a proud, free and uni e 

With this desire in my heart, I extend my greetings to the Reichstag 

at the beginning of its .new term of office and 

Caul upon the Chancellor to address the assembly. 

Chancellor Adolf Hitler 

Herr Reichsprasident, Members of the German Reichstag, 

For years our people has been oppressed by care. 

After a period of prosperity and progress when every branch of our 
national life flourished, we have fallen once more—as so often in the pas 

upon times of misery and want. . , • .. . 

Millions of Germans are seeking in vain their daily bread, in spite o 
industry and the will to work, and in spite of ability, knowledge and ex¬ 
perience. Business is at a standstill, finance in ruins and millions are with- 

The world sees our cities only from the outside, and knows nothing of 
the misery which is under the surface. 

- Ever changing has been the lot of our nation for two thousand years, 
a rise has alwavs been followed by a fall. The causes have always been the 
same. The German, restless and distraught, at war within himself and 
ignorant of what he really desires, sinks into a state of coma. He dreams 
of justice in the stars and loses his contact with reality. 

The more nation and country fall into decay and national life grows 
weaker, the more have men sought in all times to make a virtue of necessity. 
The theory of the individual value of our tribes hid from view the fact that 
cooperation was a vital necessity. Ultimately there was only one way left 
for the German, the way within. As a nation of poets and thinkers, they 
dreamed then of the better world in which the others lived, and only when 
need and suffering had rained their heaviest blows upon them did there 

lowing to the burning by Communists of the Reichstag the opening of the new 
Reichstag session took place in the Garrison Church at Potsdam wh.ch .s the last 
resting-place of Frederick the Great. 
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arise/ perhaps out of their art, the longing for a period of revival, for a 
new Reich and, at the same time, for a new life. 

When Bismarck steered the cultural aspirations of the German nation 
into the channels of national unity, the long period of misery and internal 
strife seemed for ever ended. Obedient to the spirit of the proclamation of 
the Empire, our nation played its part in the revival of prosperity, of culture 
and moral standards. Its consciousness of its own strength has always been 
inseparably bound up with its feeling of responsibility for cooperation among 
the European nations. 

It was during this time of growing national solidarity of the German 
peoples that our nation began to lose its sense of political perspective, and 
under this loss we are suffering today. 

This inner decay it was which played once more, as so often before, 
into the hands of the world around us. The revolution of November, 1918 
ended a conflict into which the German nation had been drawn in the most 
sacred conviction that it was but protecting its liberty and its right to live. 

The Myth of Germany’s War Guilt 

Neither the Kaiser nor the Government nor the nation wanted this war. 
It was only the collapse of our nation which compelled a weakened race to 
take upon itself, against its most sacred convictions, the guilt for this war. 

This collapse, however, was followed by the disintegration of our entire 
life. Politically, morally, culturally and economically, our nation sank 
deeper and deeper into the morass. 

Worst of all was the deliberate annihilation of our faith in our own 
strength, the soiling of our traditions and the destruction of the very roots 
of our belief in ourselves. 

Since then, crisis after crisis has shaken our nation to its very founda¬ 
tions. 

But the rest of the world has not been made any happier or richer by 
this severing of a politically and economically important limb from the 
body corporate. Out of the insane theory of a permanent status of victors 
and vanquished arose the folly of reparations and, as a result, the break¬ 
down of the entire economic system of the world. 

While the German nation and the German Reich were thus sinking into 
the bog of inner political strife and economic ruin, a small group of Ger¬ 
mans was beginning to come forward which had not lost faith in the nation 
and was determined to weld it once more into a united entity. 

It is to this young Germany that you, Herr Generalfeldmarschall, mag¬ 
nanimously entrusted, on the 30th January 1933, the leadership of the 
nation. 

The Appeal to the Nation. 

In the conviction that the German people was bound to give its approval 
to the new order of things in Germany, we of this National Government 
made a final appeal to the nation. 

On the 5th of March the people decided with a majority in our favour. 
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Rising as never before, it has in a few weeks restored the national honour, 
and, thanks to your clear judgment, Herr Reichsprasident, has united the 
symbol of past greatness to that of the strength and vitality of youth. 

In this solemn hour the National Government faces the Reichstag for 
the first time and proclaims its unshakeable determination to undertake 
the reorganization of the German Reich and nation, and to carry it through 
successfully. 

The National Government, conscious that they have the will of the 
nation behind them, demands from the parties and the representatives of 
the nation that, after fifteen years of misery in Germany, they raise them¬ 
selves above the doctrinaire conceptions of party politics and recognize the 
inevitable necessity of cooperation which has been laid upon us by the 
needs of the times and their threatening consequences. 

The task, which fate has demanded that we fulfill, makes it our bounden 
duty to rise high above the petty considerations of everyday party politics. 

We are determined to restore once more unity of spirit and of determina¬ 
tion to our people. . . . 

We are determined to protect the eternal foundations of our national 

life, the strength and the virtues which are our birthright. 

We are determined to raise once more to the guiding principles of organi¬ 
sation and government those ideas without which no nation and no country 
can rise to greatness. 

We are determined to combine trust in the sound and natural instincts 
of life with a steady development of inner and foreign policy. 

We are determined to constitute a government which, instead of con¬ 
stantly wavering from side to side, shall be firm and purposeful, and restore 
to our people a source of unshakeable authority. 

We are determined to profit from all those experiences which in past 
centuries have proved of value to mankind, politically and economically, 
both to the individual and to the community. 

We are determined to restore politics to that level which shall enable 
them to act as the reorganizing and guiding principles of national life. 

We are determined to make use of all the truly vital forces in the nation 
which shall serve to ensure the future of Germany, to gather together all 
men of good will under our banner, and to deprive those who wish to harm 
our nation of the power to do so. 

We are determined to create a new community out of the German peo¬ 
ples—a community formed of men of every status and profession and of 
every so-called class, which shall be able to achieve that community of 
interests which the welfare of the entire nation demands. All classes must 
be welded together into a single German nation. 

This nation shall take under its protection for all time our faith and 

our culture, our honour and our freedom. 

In our relations to the world we wish, having clearly before our eyes 
the sacrifices of the War, to be the champions of a peace which shall finally 
heal those wounds from which all are suffering. 
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The Government of the national renaissance is determined to fulfill the 
task which they have undertaken before the German nation. They stand 
today before the German Reichstag with the earnest desire to receive from 
it the support necessary for the fulfilling of their mission. May you, the 
elected representatives of the nation, recognise the meaning of this epoch 
and join with us in the great work of national restoration. 

Hindenburg as Symbol. 

There is among us today a grand old man. We rise to salute you, Herr 
Generalfeldmarschall. 

Three times you have fought on the field of honour for the existence 
and the future of our nation. 

As lieutenant in the army of the King of Prussia, you fought for the 
unity of Germany; under him who afterwards became the first German 
Kaiser you fought for the glorious founding of the German Empire and, as 
our supreme leader, you fought in the greatest war of all time for the 
existence of the Reich and for the freedom of our people. 

You were present when the German Empire came into being, you be¬ 
held the work of the Great Chancellor, the glorious rise of our nation, and 
you have led us in those momentous times in which fate has allowed us 
to play our part. 

Hindenburg, the Patron of the National Renaissance 

Providence has willed it, Herr Generalfeldmarschall, that you should be 
present here today as the patron of the renaissance of our nation. Your 
marvellous career is a symbol for us all of the indestructible forces which 
are latent in the German nation. The youth of Germany and, indeed, the 
whole nation is filled with gratitude to you and that you have lent your 
approval and given your blessing to the rehabilitation of the German nation. 
May these forces give strength also to the newly elected representatives of 
the people. 

May Providence at the same time grant us that courage and perseverance 
of which this spot, hallowed for every German, reminds us and give us who 
stand here at the tomb of our greatest monarch the strength to fight for 
the freedom and greatness of our people. 


LX 

CHANCELLOR ADOLF HITLER 
before the Reichstag on March 23, 1933* 

Men and Women of the German Reichstag, 

The National Socialist Party and the German National People’s Party, 
with the concurrence of the Government of the Reich, have proposed a 


♦Authorized translation of the official text. 
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motion for the adoption of a law for the removal of the distress of the people 
and the Reich. The reasons for this extraordinary procedure are as fol¬ 
lows:— 

In November, 1918, Marxist organizations seized the executive power by 
means of a revolution. The monarchs were dethroned, the authorities of 
the Reich and of the States removed from office, and thereby a breach of 
the constitution was committed. The success of the revolution in a material 
sense protected the guilty parties from the hands of the law. They sought 
to justify it morally by asserting that Germany or its Government bore 

the Guilt for the Outbreak of the War. 

This assertion was deliberately and actually untrue. In consequence, 
however, these untrue accusations in the interest of our former enemies led 
to the severest oppression of the entire German nation and to the breach 
of the assurances given to us in Wilson's fourteen points, and so for Ger¬ 
many, that is to say the working classes of the German people, to a time of 
infinite misfortune. 

All the promises made by the men of November, 1918 proved to be, if 
not intentionally misleading from the start, no less damnable illusions. The 
“achievements of the revolution," taken as a whole, were only pleasing to 
the smallest fraction of our people. But for the overwhelming majority, 
at least in so far as they had to earn their daily bread by honest work, 
they were absolutely tragic. It is, of course, comprehensible, that the instinct 
of self-preservation of the parties and men responsible for this state of 
affairs provided them with a thousand palliatives and excuses. The sober 
comparison of the average results of the last fourteen years with the prom¬ 
ises proclaimed aloud at the time is disastrous for the responsible instigators 
of this crime unparalleled in German history. 

In the course of the last fourteen years our nation has suffered from a 
decline in all spheres of life on such a scale that anything worse can hardly 
be imagined. The question of what could have been worse in this period is 
unanswerable in view of the basic values of our German nation and the 
formerly existing political and economic heritage. 

The German nation itself, in spite of the difficulty it finds in changing 
its political feelings and opinions, has more and more turned its back on the 
views, parties and associations responsible in its eyes for these circumstances. 

The number of Germans who were wholehearted supporters of the 
Weimar Constitution was, in spite of the power of suggestion and the ruth¬ 
less exploitation of governmental authority, actually no more than a fraction 
of the whole nation. 

It was, further, a characteristic feature of these fourteen years that— 
apart from natural fluctuations—the line of development led constantly 
downwards. The recognition of this depressing fact was one of the causes of 
the general despair. It furthered the realization of the necessity of a funda¬ 
mental abandonment of the ideas, organizations and men that the nation 
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gradually began rightly to recognize as the underlying causes of our decline. 

The National Socialist movement was consequently able, in spite of the 
worst forms of oppression, to attract a constantly increasing number of 
Germans who were ready to devote themselves heart and soul to the strug¬ 
gle. In combination with the other national associations, it has now, in the 
course of a few weeks, removed the powers that had dominated the country 
since November, 1918 and, by a revolution, placed public authority in the 
hands of the National Government. On the 5th of March the German 
people gave its approval to this act. 

The Programme of Reconstruction 
of the nation and the Reich arises from the intensity of the needs of our 
political, moral and economic life. Fully convinced, as they are, that this 
collapse is due to internal infirmities in our national body corporate, it is 
the aim of the Government of the National Revolution to remove from our 
national life those defects which would prevent any real recovery in future 
too. The splitting up of the nation into groups with irreconcilable views, 
systematically brought about by the false doctrines of Marxism, means the 
destruction of the basis of a possible communal life. 

The disintegration attacks all the foundations of social order. The com¬ 
pletely irreconcilable views of different individuals with regard to the terms 
state, society, religion, morals, family and economy give rise to differences 
that lead to internecine war. 

Starting from the liberalism of the last century, this development is 
bound by natural laws to end in communistic chaos. 

The mobilization of the most primitive instincts leads to a connection 
between the views with regard to a political idea and the doings of real 
criminals. Starting with plunderings, incendiarism, train-wrecking, political 
outrages and so on, exerything receives its moral sanction from the principles 
of Communism. The method of individual terrorization of the masses alone 
has cost the National Socialist movement over 350 dead and tens of thou¬ 
sands of wounded in the course of a few years. 

The setting on fire of the Reichstag, as an unsuccessful attempt forming 
part of a well organized plan, is only a sample of what Europe had to 
expect from the victory of this infernal doctrine. When a certain section 
of the press, especially abroad, now attempts, in accordance with political 
untruth adopted as a principle by Communism, to identify the national 
renaissance in Germany with this outrage, this can only strengthen my de¬ 
termination to leave nothing undone in order to exact expiation for this 
crime by the public execution of the guilty incendiary and his accomplices. 

The whole extent of the intended action of this organization has not 
been sufficiently realized either by the German nation or by the rest of the 
world. It was only by taking immediate action that the Government pre¬ 
vented a development whose catastrophic results would have shaken the 
whole of Europe. Many of those both in and outside Germany who now 
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associate themselves with the interests of communism out of hatred for the 
national renaissance would themselves have been the victims of such a 
development. 

It will be the supreme task of the National Government utterly to elimi¬ 
nate and remove this symptom in our country, not only in Germany’s inter¬ 
est but also in that of the rest of Europe. 

They will constantly keep in view the fact that it is not a question of 
the negative problem which these organizations constitute, but of carrying 
out the positive task of gaining the German workman for the national state. 
It is only the creation of a real national community, rising above the inter¬ 
ests and differences of rank and class, that can permanently remove the 
source of nourishment of these aberrations of the human mind. The estab¬ 
lishment of such a solidarity of views in the German body corporate is all 
the more important, for it is only thereby that the possibility is provided 
of maintaining friendly relations with foreign powers, without regard to 
the tendencies of general principles by which they are dominated, for the 
elimination of communism in Germany is a purely domestic German affair. 
The rest of the world may well have just as great an interest in it, for the 
outbreak of communistic chaos in the densely populated German Reich 
would lead to political and economic consequences of inconceivable extent, 
especially in the rest of Western Europe. The internal decay of our national 
life led inevitably to a more and more serious weakening of the authority 
of the supreme government. The decrease in the respect felt for the Govern¬ 
ment of the Reich which was the inevitable consequence of such insecure 
internal conditions led, in the case of various parties in the different federal 
States, to conceptions that are incompatible with the unity of the Reich. 
All regard for the traditions of the federal States cannot brush aside the 
recognition of the bitter fact that the excessive disintegration of state life 
in the past was not only not helpful but really injurious to the position 
held by our nation in the world. 

It is not the task of a supreme government subsequently to surrender to 
the theoretical principle of an unrestrained system of standardization what 
has grown up organically. But it is its duty to establish beyond any doubt 
this spiritual and generally desired unity of the leadership of the nation, 
and thus of the idea of the Reich as such. 

The welfare of our communes and federal States has need of state pro¬ 
tection just as much as the existence of every individual German. Therefore 
the Government of the Reich do not intend to abolish the local govern¬ 
ments of the federal States by an enabling act. But, on the other hand, they 
will adopt those measures and will guarantee from now on and for ever 
a uniformity of political intentions in the Reich and the States. The greater 
the spiritual and generally desired unanimity, the less can it be in the inter¬ 
est of the Reich in the future to do violence to the cultural and economic 
life in the individual States. The recently prevailing state of a mutual dis¬ 
paragement of the governments of the federal States and the Reich, with the 
aid of the modern means offered by popular propaganda, is absolutely im¬ 
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possible. Under no circumstances will I permit, and the Government of the 
Reich will take all measures to prevent, that, in future, ministers of German 
governments ever again accuse or disparage each other in the eyes of the 
world at public mass meetings and even on the wireless. 

It also leads to a complete discrediting of the legislative body in the 
eyes of the people, when, even if it be assumed that times are normal, the 
people is forced to go to the polls, either in the Reich or in the various 
States, almost twenty times in the course of four years. The Government 
of the Reich will find a way of reaching the goal that the expression of the 
people’s will when once given shall lead, for the Reich and the States, to 
uniform consequences. 

A still more comprehensive 

Reform of the Reich 

can only result from active development. Its aim must be the construction 
of a constitution combining the people’s will with the authority of real 
leadership. The legal sanction to such a constitutional reform will be 
granted by the nation itself. 

The Government of the National Revolution regard it in principle as 
their duty, in accordance with the vote of confidence given them by the 
nation, to prevent the exercise of influence on the structure of the life of 
the nation by those elements who knowingly and intentionally deny this 
life. Theoretical equality in the eyes of the law cannot be extended to the 
toleration on an equal basis of those who scorn the laws on principle, or 
indeed to surrendering the nation’s freedom to them on the basis of demo¬ 
cratic doctrines. But the Government will accord equality in the eyes of 
the law to all those who take their stand, in face of this danger, on the 
line adopted by our nation and behind the national interests, and who do 
not deny their support to the Government. 

Our immediate task is now to call to account the spiritual leaders of 
these destructive tendencies, and to rescue their misguided victims. 

We consider in particular the millions of German workmen who profess 
these ideas of madness and self-destruction merely as the result of the un¬ 
pardonable weakness of earlier governments who did not prevent the 
dissemination of theories, the putting into practice of which they themselves 
were bound to punish. The Government will allow no-one to deter them 
from their resolve to solve this question. It is now the business of the Reich¬ 
stag, for its part, to adopt a definite attitude to this question. This will not 
affect the fate of Communism and of the organizations affiliated with it. 
The National Government adopt their measures in this respect from no 
other point of view but that of protecting the German people, and especially 
the millions of the working classes, from untold misery. 

They therefore regard the question of a 

Monarchical Restoration 

as one which cannot be discussed at present, if for no other reason than the 
existence of this state of affairs. They would have to regard an attempt by 
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the individual States to solve this problem on their own responsibility as an 
attack on the unity of the Reich, and act accordingly. 

Simultaneously with this political purification of our public life, the 
Government of the Reich will undertake a thorough 

Moral Purcing of the Body Corporate of the Nation. 

The entire educational system, the theatre, the cinema, literature, the press 
and the wireless—all these will be used as means to this end and valued 
accordingly. They must all serve for the maintenance of the eternal values 
present in the essence of our nationality. Art will always remain the ex¬ 
pression and the reflection of the longings and the realities of an era. The 
neutral international attitude of aloofness is rapidly disappearing. Heroism 
is coming forward ardently and will in future shape and lead political 
destiny. It is the task of art to be the expression of this determining spirit 
of the age. Blood and race will once more become the source of artistic in¬ 
tuition. It is the task of the Government to take measures to secure that, 
especially at a time of limited political power, the inner life’s value and will 
to live of the nation find all the greater cultural expression. This resolve 
obliges us to regard our great past with thankful admiration. A bridge 
must be constructed between this past and the future in all spheres of our 
historical and cultural life. Respect for the great men of the past must 
once more be impressed on the youth of Germany as a sacred heritage. The 
Government, being resolved to undertake the political and moral purification 
of our public life, are creating and securing the conditions necessary for a 
really profound 

Revival of Religious Life. 

The advantages of a personal and political nature that might arise from 
compromising with atheistic organizations would not outweigh the conse¬ 
quences which would become apparent in the destruction of general moral 
basic values. 

The National Government regard the two Christian confessions as the 
weightiest factors for the maintenance of our nationality. They will respect 
the agreements concluded between them and the federal States. 

Their rights are not to be infringed. But the Government hope and 
expect that the work on the national and moral regeneration of our nation 
which they have made their task will, on the other hand, be treated with 
the same respect. They will adopt an attitude of objective justice towards 
all other confessions. But they cannot permit that the fact of belonging to 
a certain confession or a certain race should constitute a release from gen¬ 
eral legal obligations or even a licence for the commission with impunity or 
the toleration of crimes. It will be the Government’s care to maintain honest 
cooperation between Church and State; the struggle against materialistic 
views and for a real national community is just as much in the interest of 
the German nation as in that of the welfare of our Christian faith. 
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Our Legal Institutions 

must serve above all for the maintenance of this national community. The 
irremovableness of the judges must ensure a sense of responsibility and the 
exercise of discretion in their judgments in the interests of society. Not the 
individual but the nation as a whole alone can be the centre of legislative 
solicitude. High treason and treachery to the nation will be ruthlessly 
eradicated in future. The foundations of the existence of justice cannot be 
other than the foundations of the existence of the nation. Let the judges 
therefore always pay regard to the gravity of the decisions taken hy those 
who are responsible for forming the life of the nation under the hard pres¬ 
sure of reality. 

Great are the tasks of the National Government in the 
Sphere of Economic Life. 

Here all action must be governed by one law: the people does not live 
for business and business does not exist for capital, but capital serves busi¬ 
ness and business serves the people. In principle, the Government will not 
protect the economic interests of the German people by the circuitous 
method of an economic bureaucracy to be organized by the state, but by 
the utmost furtherance of private initiative and by the recognition of the 
rights of property. 

A just balance must be established between productive intention on the 
one hand and productive work on the other. Administration must respect, 
by means of economy, the results of ability, diligence and work. The prob¬ 
lem of our public finances is also to no small degree a problem of economical 
administration. The proposed 

Reform of our Fiscal System 

must lead to a simplification of assessment and thus to a reduction of the 
costs and burdens. In principle, the mill of taxation must be built beside 
the stream and not at the source. These measures must be accompanied by 
a reduction of burdens through simplification of the administration. This 
reform of the fiscal system to be carried out in the Reich and the federal 
States is, however, not a question which can be settled in a moment, but only 
during a period commensurate with the necessities of the situation. 

The Government will systematically 

Avoid Currency Experiments. 

We are faced above all by two economic tasks of the first magnitude. The 
salvation of the German farmer must be achieved at all costs. 

The ruin of this class in our nation would lead to the gravest conceivable 
consequences. The restoration of the 

Remunerative Capacity of Agriculture 
may be hard on the consumer. But the fate that would await the entire 
German nation, if the German farmer were ruined, is not to be compared 
with these hardships. It is only in connection with the remunerative capa- 
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citv of our agriculture which must be attained at all costs that the question 
„fp™.Son "gL S . distraint or relief from indebtedness can be solved 
Should that not be achieved, then the ruin ol our agrrrnjlttinsts ™ddJead 
not onlv to the collapse of German business as a whole, but a 
the collapse of the German body corporate. To maintain our agricu ure in 
1 hX state is the first condition for the prosperity £ 

Jndnstrv of German home tnde and of German exports. But for tm 
counterpoise of the German agricultural class, the communistic madness 
would already have overrun Germany, and thus finally ruined German busi¬ 
ness What the whole of business, including the export trade, owes to t 
sound commonsense of the German agriculturists cannot be repaid by any 
sacrifice of a business nature. We must, therefore, devote our greatest solici¬ 
tude in future to pursuing the back-to-the-land policy in Germany. 

Furthermore, it is perfectly clear to the National Go ^ r “ I ! ien d 
final removal of the distress both in agricultural business and in that of the 

towns depends on the 

Absorption of the Army of the Unemployed in the 
Process of Production. 

This constitutes the second of the great economic tasks. It can only be 
solved by a general appeasement, in applying sound natural economic prin 
“^a?d an measures n™;, even if, .. the time, they 
with any degree of popularity. The providing of work and the compufaog 
labour service are, in this connection, only individual measures within the 
scope of the entire action proposed. 

The Attitude of the National Government to the Middle Classes 
is similar to that adopted by them to the German agrictot^Jbar 
salvation ran only be achieved withrn the scope , oI , th „f“"“ 

Dolicv The National Government are determined to solve this quesuo 
thoroughly They recognize it as their historical task to support and further 
S^sof German workers in the struggle 

As Chancellor and National Socialist, I feel myself allied with them as the 
former* 1 companions of my youth. The increa* of the consummg power of 
these masses will be an important means of furthering economic reco y. 
While maintaining our 

Social Legislation, 

the first step must be taken for its reform. Above all, however, ail working 
power will be utilized in the service of the nation as a whole. e wa 
millions of hours of human labour is an act of madness and a crime that 
must “ead to the impoverishment of everyone. Whatever values may be 
produced by the utilization of our superfluous man-power they will repre¬ 
sent indispensable vital necessities for millions of people who are now p • 
trated by misery and distress. It must and will be possible for our national 
talent for organization to succeed in solving this problem. 

We are aware that the geographical position of Germany with her lac 

M\v materials does not fully permit of 

Economic Self-Sufficiency 
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for the Reich. It cannot be too often emphasized that nothing is further 
from the thoughts of the Government of the Reich than hostility to export¬ 
ing. We are fully aware that we have need of the connection with the 
outside world, and that the marketing of German commodities in the world 
provides a livelihood for many millions of our fellow-countrymen. 

We also know what are the conditions necessary for a sound exchange 
of services between the nations of the world. For Germany has been com¬ 
pelled for years to perform services without receiving an equivalent, with 
the result that the task of maintaining Germany as an active partner in the 
exchange of commodities is not so much one of commercial as of financial 
policy. So long as we are not accorded a reasonable settlement of our for¬ 
eign debts corresponding to our economic capacity, we are unfortunately 
compelled to maintain our foreign exchange control. The Government of 
the Reich is, for that reason, also compelled to maintain the restrictions on 
the efflux of capital across the frontiers of Germany. If the Government of 
the Reich are guided by these principles, we may certainly expect that in¬ 
creasing understanding abroad will facilitate the inclusion of the German 
Reich in the peaceful competition of the nations. 

The Furtherance of Transport 

until a sensible balance is reached between all transport interests will be ini¬ 
tiated at the beginning of the coming month by a reform of the tax on motor 
vehicles. The maintenance of the German Railways Company and its re¬ 
turn to the hands of the Reich as soon as possible is a task imposed upon 
us not only as an economic but also as a moral duty. The National Govern¬ 
ment will devote their energies to the development of aviation as a means 
of peaceful communication between the nations. 

In all these spheres of activity the Government require the support not 
only of the general forces in our nation, which they are resolved to make 
use of to the greatest extent, but also of the devoted trust and work of the 
professional official classes. It is only in cases where the public finances are 
in dire need that intervention will take place, but even then absolute justice 
will be the supreme law governing our action. 

The protection of the frontiers of the Reich and thereby of the lives 
of our people and the existence of our business is now in the hands of the 
Reichswehr, which, in accordance with the terms imposed upon us by the 
Treaty of Versailles, is to be regarded as the 

Only Really Disarmed Army 

in the world. In spite of its enforced smallness and entirely insufficient arma¬ 
ment, the German people may regard their Reichswehr with proud satis¬ 
faction. This little instrument for our national self-defense has come into 
being under the most difficult conditions. The spirit imbuing it is that of 
our best military traditions. The German nation has thus fulfilled with 
painful conscientiousness the obligations imposed upon it by the Peace 
Treaty, indeed, even the replacement of ships for our fleet then sanctioned 
has, I may perhaps be allowed to say, unfortunately, only been carried out 
to a small extent. 





72 


the hitler decrees 


For vears Germany has been waiting in vain for the fulfilment of the 

s&ssm =£ ^ 

desires nothing except 

\n Equal Right to Live and Equal Feeedom. 

In anv case the National Government will educate the German people 
in thisTpirit of a desire for freedom. The national honour, the honour o 
our army and the ideal of freedom must once more become sacred to the 

German people 1 

The German Nation Wishes to Live in Peace with the 
Rest of the World. 

But it is for this very reason that the Government of the Reich will employ 
« .o objifi the final removal of the 
the world into two categories. The keeping open of this wound lead^to 
distrust on the one side and hatred on the other, and thus to a general fee g 
of insecurity. The National Government are ready to extend a hand m s - 
cere understanding to every nation that is ready finally to make an d 
the tragic past. The international economic distress can only disappea 
when the basis has been provided by stable political relations and when the 
nations have regained confidence in each other. 

For the Overcoming of the Economic Catastrophe 

^.SltTySSive leadership in internal affairs, in order to 

create confidence in the stability of conditions; 

2 . the securing of peace by the great nations for a long time to com , 
with a view to restoring the confidence of the nations m each other, 

3 the final victory of the principles of commonsense in the organization 
and conduct of business, and also a general release from reparations and 
impossible liabilities for debts and interest. 

We are unfortunately faced by the fact that 

The Geneva Conference, * 

in snite of lengthy negotiations, has so far reached no practical result. The 

SSctL of problems that have nothing to do w.th d,sarmament. Th,s 
p'OMdme^iselesa ^ disarmament and the resulting national 

insecurity of Germany cannot continue any longer. 

We recognize it as a sign of the feeling of responsibi ity atl ® their 
will of the British Government that they have endeavored, y , 

disarmament proposal, to cause the Conference finally to arnve at speedy 
S™ Tim government of the Reich will support every endeavour 
.. at really carrying out generally disarmament and securing the fulfil- 
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ment of Germany’s long overdue claim for disarmament. For fourteen years 
we have been disarmed, and for fourteen months we have been waiting for 
the results of the Disarmament Conference. Even more far-reaching is the 
plan of the head of the Italian Government, which makes a broadminded 
and far-seeing attempt to secure a peaceful and consistent development of 
the whole of European policy. We attach the greatest weight to this plan, 
and we are ready to cooperate with absolute sincerity on the basis it pro¬ 
vides, in order to unite the four Great Powers, England, France, Italy and 
Germany, in friendly cooperation in attacking with courage and determin¬ 
ation the problems upon the solution of which the fate of Europe depends. 

It is for this reason that we are particularly grateful for the appreciative 
heartiness with which the national renaissance of Germany has been greeted 
in Italy. We hope and trust that the similarity of our spiritual ideals will 
be the foundation of a constant strengthening of the friendly relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

In the same way, the Government of the Reich, who regard Christianity 
as the unshakeable foundation of the morals and moral code of the nation, 
attach the greatest value to friendly relations with the Holy See, and are 
endeavoring to develop them. We feel sympathy for our brother nation in 
Austria in its trouble and distress. In all their doings the Government of 
the Reich are conscious of the connection between the destiny of all German 
races. Their attitude towards the other foreign powers may be gathered 
from what has already been said. But even in cases where our mutual 
relations are encumbered with difficulties, we shall endeavor to arrive at a 
settlement. But in any case the basis for an understanding can never be 
the distinction between victor and vanquished. 

We are convinced that such settlement is possible in our relations with 
France, if the governments will attack the problems affecting them on both 
sides in a really broadminded way. The Government of the Reich are ready 
to cultivate with the Soviet Union friendly relations profitable to both 
parties. It is above all the Government of the National Revolution who feel 
themselves in a position to adopt such a positive policy with regard to 
S ™ et . Russia. The fight against Communism in Germany is our internal 
affair in which we will never permit interference from outside. Our political 
relations with other Powers to whom we are bound by common interests 
vvill not be affected thereby. Our relations with the remaining countries 
also deserve to receive our most serious attention in future, especially our 
relations with the great oversea states with whom Germany has long been 
connected by ties of friendship and economic interests. 

We have particularly at heart the fate of the Germans living beyond 
the frontiers of Germany who are allied with us in speech, culture and cus¬ 
toms and have to make a hard fight to retain these values. The National 
Government are resolved to use all the means at their disposal to support the 
rights internationally guaranteed to the German minorities. 

We welcome the plan for a 

World Economic Conference 
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i Thp Government of the Reich 

are ready^to tak^ part ^in^tWs Conference, in order to arrive at positive re- 
suits at last. . 

The "rrri, r ^ r " 

External Indebtedness. 

The complete change in the conditions “ ^only'by'trustful cooperation 
world renders an adjustment necess ! >. bg brought about. Ten years 

that a real removal of the general . * to t]l e welfare of all nations than 

of honest peace will be more adv © victor and vanquished. 

lhe usks oulliMd 

above, the Government h^vehad^^^ 

introduced i„ the « ^™°lr 

I, would be contrary to the «£*<**^ '”“ e t0 negotiate and ask for 
the necessities of the case if the Govern‘ in each case . But in pro- 

the sanction of the Reichstag 0 ac t U ated by the intention of doing 

moting this bill the Governmen contrary, they reserve for them- 

— the Reichstag regarding then 

■"^1 S Ste W „°e" 

if doubt were to arise among the peop , ^ meeting of the Reichstag 

The Government of the Reich consider afurther ^ 

impossible in the nations ^ P carrie d out'in so disciplined and 

has a revolution on such a large scale: be in the last few 

to see to it that this peaceful develop- 

me r S iLr: necessary thal the National Go— ^ 
given that sovereign position whic ’ ~ G ment will only make use of 

to prevent a different development The L the vitally n eces- 

these powers in so far “^. a ^^^S^ 8 n0 r that of the Reichs- 
sary measures. Neither the exis . , . j tBe president of the Reich 

St are menaced. The position and rights^ of the Government 

remain unaffected. It will always be *e — ta.^ ^ ^ , 

to act in harmony with his ai . of the churches will not be 

States will not be done away \v . | tate will not be modified. The 

diminished, and their relationship to exists {of having recourse to 

number of cases in which an in more however, the Government 

such a law is in itse f a T hev prefer a clear decision in any case, 

insist upon the passing of the law. iney P 
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They offer the parties in the Reichstag the possibility of a peaceful settle¬ 
ment and, consequently, of an understanding to be arrived at in the future. 
But the Government are equally resolved and ready to meet the announce¬ 
ment of refusal and thus of resistance. 

It is for you, Gentlemen, now to decide for peace or war! 

LXI 

CHANCELLOR ADOLF HITLER 

Before two million workers on May 1 , 1933 
the “National Labour Day” 

The nation is crumbling to pieces, and in this process of collapse all power 
and all vital energy are disappearing. The results of class warfare are to 
be seen all around us and we wish to learn a lesson from them, for we have 
recognized one thing as necessary for the return to health of our nation: 

The German People Must Learn to Know Each Other Again. 

The millions who have been split up into professions and kept apart by 
artificial class distinctions, who, foolishly clinging to profession and status, 
cannot understand each other any longer, must find once more the way to 
each other. An enormous and stupendous task—we know it. After seventy 
years of the preaching of this madness as a political idea, after the destruc¬ 
tion of community feeling has been held as a political duty for seventy 
years, it is, of course, difficult to alter the opinions of people at a blow. 
Nevertheless we must not give way to despondency and despair. What has 
been built up by the hands of man, can also be destroyed by the hands of 
man; what human madness once invented, can be overcome by human 
wisdom. 

We know that this process of finding one another again and getting to 
know one another cannot be a question of weeks or months, and not even 
of a few years. We are, however, absolutely determined to fulfil this mighty 
task which has been laid upon us; we have made up our minds to lead the 
people of Germany to one another and, if necessary, to compel them. 

That is the meaning of the first of May, which day, from now on, shall 
be celebrated in Germany throughout the centuries, in order that on it all 
those who are taking part in our creative national work may come together 
and, once in the year, may give each other their hands, fully recognizing 
that nothing can be achieved if all are not ready to do their part in the great 
work. Therefore we have chosen as the motto of this day the following sen¬ 
tence: 

Honour Work and Respect the Worker! 

It is hard today for millions to find the way to each other again over all 
the hatred and misunderstandings which, in the past, have been artificially 
cultivated. The recognition of one fact should make the following of this 
way easier. Every man, wherever and whatever his work, must always re- 
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tw freeing of the present 

££ 5-^3S3—•'-“tisSrS 

gradually ^ k ' “ilr^Liaations. Those «« everyth^ 

ward expression & taking them over, no working-man 

those organizations. We a e u ^ ^ ^ for t i c German «orh 8 ^ 

staL he hunt 

not erecting a state 0 . f • and to be 

up. u p the feeling that he is somet mg beginning, 

One Must not ^ SpEAK 0F Duties. stands ou tsidc 

r°da^,tcS™ regardless o. them. 1 

LXIII 

CHANCELLOR ADOLF HITLER 

«o the Reieb ‘ 

T*£ -s- 5 £ 2L5ZZ& and -J^£^L£ 

- -° nsMity 

2SSS^“ :Jta . 

own mental conceptions. 

* Translation oi abridged official text. 
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Direction must not be changed until the right men have been found for the 
change. More revolutions have been successful at the outset than have 
when once successful, been arrested and brought to a standstill at the g 

““^e'revolution is not a permanent state of affairs, and it must not be 
allowed to deX in“o such a state. The stream of revolution released 
must be guided into the safe channel of evolution. The most important 
S fa L connection is the education of the individual. The presen 
state of affairs must be improved, and the men who rucorpomte rt mua te 
educated up to the National Socialist view of the state. We must-the 
fore not dismiss a business-man if he is a good business-man even 1 
not yet a National Socialist; and especially not if the National Socialis 
who is to take his place knows nothings about the business. 

In Business, Ability Must be the Only Authoritative Standard. 

The task of National Socialism is to secure the development of our 
nation. We must not look around to see if there is still something 0 rev ‘ 
tionize but it is our task to secure position after position, in order to 
them and gradually find the very best men for them. In doing so we mu 
spread our 8 action over many years and reckon with long periods. We can¬ 
not provide bread for a single workman by mere theoretical coordinati . 
History will not judge us according as to whether we have removed and 
imprisoned the largest number of economists but according as o n 
we have succeeded in providing work. 

We Have Now Absolutely the Power to Enforce 
Our Will Everywhere. 

But we must be able to replace the men we remove by better men. The 
business man must be judged in the first place according to hls buSin ^ 
abilities, and we must obviously keep the business apparatus in order We 
will not get rid of unemployment by means of business commissions, or 
izations, constructions and theories. It is not a question a e pres 
programmes and ideas, but of the daily bread for five million men B 
ness is a living organism which cannot be transformed at a single blow. 
Business develops in accordance with primitive laws that a « anchored in 
human nature. The spiritual bacillus earners that are i“ ow f« e mptiito 
find a way into business are a danger to the state and the natio . 
not reject practical experience because it is contrary to a certain idea^ 
When we present ourselves to our nation with reforms, we must also prove 
that we understand things and are able to master them. 

Our Task is Work, Work and Nothing but Work! 

We will derive the most powerful authority from success in the provision of 
work Our programme has not been drawn up for the sake of fine gestures 
but in order to maintain the life of the German nation. The ideas of the 
programme oblige us not to act like fools and upset everything but to realize 
our traTs of thought wisely and carefully. In the long run our political 
power will be all the more secure, the more we succeed in underpinning 1 
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obligations, the German people honoured their side of the bargain with 
almost fanatical sincerity. Land, naval and air material was destroyed in 
countless numbers. In place of an army which once numbered a million, a 
small professional army, with utterly inadequate arms, was established in 
accordance with the demands of the victor powers. The political destinies 
of the nation were at this time in the hands of men whose outlook had its 
roots in the world of the victor states. The German nation had every right 
to expect that, if for this reason alone, the rest of the world would keep its 
word in the same way that the German people, by the sweat of their brows, 
in deep distress, and under terrible deprivations, were fulfilling their part 
of the agreement. 

No war can freeze the stream of time, no peace can be the perpetuation 
of war. A time must come when victor and vanquished must find the way 
once more to common understanding and mutual trust. 

One and a half decades the German nation has waited in the hope that 
the end of the war would at length lead to the end of hatred and enmity. 
The object of the Treaty of Versailles did not seem, however, to give man¬ 
kind a lasting peace, but rather to perpetuate hatred forever. 


It was Germany that had to suffer most under these results of the Treaty, 
and the general insecurity which has arisen therefrom has affected Germany 
more than any other nation. The unemployed figure rose to a third of the 
number normally employed in the nation. That means, however, that in 
Germany, with a population of 65 millions, counting the families of the un¬ 
employed, 26 million people had not only no subsistence, but the future held 
absolutely nothing in store for them. 

It was only a question of time when this army of economic outcasts 
would have become an army of fanatics politically and socially estranged 
from the world. _ 

One of the oldest nations in the modern civilized world stood, with 6 
million Communists, on the brink of a catastrophe to which only the stupid 
could be blind. Had the red fire spread over Germany, the western countries 
of Europe would soon have learned that it was not a matter of indifference 
to them whether, on the Rhine and on the North Sea, a revolutionary and 
expanding Asiatic power stood watch, or whether the land was populated 
by peaceful German peasants and working men who wished only to earn 
their daily bread in friendship with their neighbours of the western world. 

In saving Germany from this threatening catastrophe the National Social¬ 
ist movement saved not only the German nation but also did a historical 
service to the whole of Europe. 

And this National Socialist revolution had but one aim: The restoration 
of order in our own country, the providing of work and bread for our starv¬ 
ing masses and the proclamation of honour, loyalty and decency as the 
ground bases of our national morale, and this can do no harm to other 
nations but only be of the highest general good. I If the National Socialist 
movement had not represented the highest of ideals, it could never have 
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be parties to international agreements on such oppressive terms. It is not 
worth while examining the question as to whether they were the best men 
of our nation, but it is certain that they were not supported by the best of 
our nation. The world can have an interest in dealing only with the men 
of honour and not with the doubtful characters in a nation, and in conclud¬ 
ing agreements with the former and with no others. But it must then, for 
its ° part, take into account the honourable feelings and susceptibilities of 
such a regime, just as we are thankful to be able associate with men of 
honour. 

But this is all the more necessary as it is only in such an atmosphere 
that the measures are to be found that lead to a real appeasement of the 
nations. For the only possible spirit for such a conference is one of honest 
understanding, or else all these endeavours are doomed to failuie from the 

start. . . . 

Since we have gathered from the official representatives ot a number ot 
Great Powers that these Powers are not prepared to consider real equality 
of rights for Germany at present, it is also impossible at present for this 
Germany to continue to impose her company on other nations in such an 
unworthy position. 

The threats of force, if put into practice, could only amount to breaches 
of international law. 

The German Government is most profoundly convinced that its appeal 
to the whole German nation will prove to the world that the Government’s 
love of peace, and also its views on the subject of honour, represent the 
longing for peace and the code of honour of the entire nation. 

In order to prove this assertion, I have decided to request the Reich 
President to dissolve the German Reichstag and, at a General Election com¬ 
bined with a plebiscite, to provide the German nation with the oppor¬ 
tunity of 

Making a Historical Declaration, 
not only in the sense of approving the Government’s principles, but also in 
that of an unconditional association with them. 

May the world be convinced by this declaration that, in this struggle 
for equality of rights and honour, the German nation declares that it holds 
identically the same views as its Government, but that both are inspired at 
heart by no other wish than to co-operate in putting an end to an era of 
tragic errors and regrettable quarrelling and fighting among those who, as 
the inhabitants of the continent in cultural importance the greatest of all, 
have a common mission to fulfil in future towards the whole of humanity. 
May this great demonstration by our nation in favour of peace and honour 
be successful in providing the internal relations of the European states 
with that pre-requisite necessary, not only for putting an end to the quarrels 
and disputes of centuries, but also for the building up afresh of a better 
community of nations, namely 

The Recognition of a Higher Common Duty Arising out of 
Common Equal Rights. 
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LXV 


CHANCELLOR ADOLF HITLER BEFORE THE REICHSTAG 
ON JANUARY 30, 1934* 

Representatives! Members of the German Reichstag! 

If, looking back today, we call the year of 1933 the year of the national- 
socialist revolution, then, in the future, an unbiassed judgment of its events 
and happenings will embody this designation into the history of our nation 
as a correct one. In doing that, not the moderate outward form of that revo¬ 
lution, but the inner magnitude of the transformation which this one year 
has given to the German nation in all fields and in all directions of its life, 
will be considered decisive. In scarcely twelve months a whole world of con¬ 
ceptions and institutions was abolished and a new world was put in its place. 
What has happened within this short space of time before the eyes of all 
0 f us? — would have been thought and designated even on the eve of the 
memorable 30th of January 1933—by the doubtlessly overwhelming ma¬ 
jority of our people and certainly by the bearers, spokesmen and representa¬ 
tives of the former regime, to be a fantastic utopia. 

It is true that such an historical phenomenon would have been quite 
unthinkable, if it had owed the command for its happening merely to the 
flash of thought of a whimsical human mind or even to the play of chance. 

Instead, — the conditions precedent for what has happened had formed 
themselves and were the automatic results of the developments of many 
years. A terrible distress cried out to be alleviated. In fact the hour was 
merely waiting until a will was ready and prepared to execute the historical 
mandate. 


When on January 30, a year ago, our General Field Marshal, our highly 
esteemed President of the Nation, by means of a decision, truly magnanimous 
in view of everything that had happened and preceded it, entrusted me with 
the formation and leadership of the government of Germany, the national- 
socialist party shouldered a responsibility the greatness of which did not 
seem to correspond to its influence or to the part it had previously played. 
At that time, with only two ministers, I entered a cabinet which then 
held a reserved opinion of the movement and of me personally, and I gave 
before the nation my promise to tackle the tasks imposed upon us by his¬ 
tory and providence, and to seek for them a comprehensive solution. 

In that hour I considered myself to be only a representative of and a 
fighter for my people. I was convinced that even if, at that moment, a 
countless multitude inevitably lacked an understanding of the true meaning 
of the mission which our movement had to perform, nevertheless in a short 
time our actual deeds would meet with the intuitive assent of the nation. 


♦Authorized translation of the official text. 
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Thus from that historical hour, I have never conceived my mission to be 
other than one of the whole German nation, even if consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously millions of men then did not realize this fact or possibly did not 
want to believe it. 

I have never seen in purely outward power any possible substitute for 
the confidence of the nation, but have always honestly striven to convert the 
power of authority into the strength of confidence. I can, therefore, admit 
with pride that just as the national-socialist party had its roots exclusively 
in the people, so we as a government have never had any thought than that 
which did not originate in the people, with the people, and for the people. 


For over seventy years . . . [political] parties have been a living part 
of the German nation, and even if they underwent changes in detail, in 
essence they seemed to be immortal. Indeed they grew increasingly impor¬ 
tant. Since 1918, the constitution of the nation rested on them and pro¬ 
claimed them (although in reality they fermented the decomposition of the 
state) to be the foundation stones of the life of the state. For seventy years 
they continually increased their importance in the state and in the end 
bartered and exchanged power, one with the other, as the only object of their 
desire and interest. From their own point of view, they dominated German 
legislation. This resulted in a degradation of the Nation to being the execu¬ 
tor of their interests. And even when Germany lost a war, this fact hardly 
affected the parties. And when the German nation lost its freedom, the 
parties insisted on their rights all the more. And when at last the German 
nation was confronted with hopeless misery, even destruction, the parties 
more than ever completely tyrannized public life. 


Within one year of the national-socialist revolution we have overthrown 
the parties. Not only have we broken their power, but we have abolished 
them and eliminated them from our German nation. Whether they revolved 
as satellites around the second and third internationals, whether they repre¬ 
sented the middle classes, the interests of Catholicism, the programs of an 
evangelical socialism, the ambitions of a financial autocracy, even to the 
contemptible representation of our rootless intellectualism, they have all 
gone. The strength of our national life during this year arose victoriously 
above the ruins of a sunken world. 

What are all the legislative measures of decades in comparison with 
the power which this single fact represented? 

In past days new governments were formed, but in the last year we have 
formed a new people. 

And just as we have overcome the symptoms of the political disintegration 
of our nation, so have we this year already begun to fight against the symp¬ 
toms of economic disintegration. 
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LXVI 


CHANCELLOR ADOLF HITLER BEFORE THE REICHSTAG ON 

JULY 13, 1934 

Mutinies are broken but iron laws remain eternally the same. If some 
one questions me why we did not invoke an ordinary court to deal with the 
men I can only tell him: In this hour I was responsible for the fate of the 
German nation, therefore the supreme court of the German people during 
these twenty-four hours consisted of myself. . 






